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TO THE ASSOCIATE REFORMED SINOD OF
PHILADELPHIA.

REVEREND FATHERS,

I prefent you with the event of a fore and te-
dious trial I have endured in defence of prin-
ciples you have much recommended; and by
exemplary virtues, have contributed much to-
eftablifh and defend.

‘That the chieffhepherd may comfort, and con-
firm your minds in the truth, and crown your
laudable efforts, farabove, and heyond all that we
can afk or think.

Is the prayer of, Sirs, :
Y.our much obliged, and
obedient humble fervant,
ADAM RANKIN.

Fanutry 1, 17934
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CANDID READERy

IT grieves me not#ittle, that my firft addrefs.

fhould prefent you with a trite fubject of de~

bate. But I hope the Perufer will, in charity
believe, the Author’s intention was not to com-
mend himfelf, but to fecure the honours of truth,

g and give his friends fomewhat to anfwer thofe,
who glory in appearance, and not in heart. For
that which could uet be eifeéted by the combined
forces of hell and earth, in the days when our fa-

thers witnefled val'ently for the truth, and fealed

it with their blood, is peaceably yiclded up by
the luke-warm profeflors of the prefent age.

In the two laft centuries, the witnefles for
truth had to hold the objects of divine faith.in
oppofition to the more grofs and contraditory
precepts. and traditions of men, impofed upon.
~__them by the charch of Rome ; and enforced with

‘all the terrors that enraged fuperftition, or fata-
nical art, covld invent. Since that périod, and
particalarly in the prefent age, the grd ! enemy
of the church, hath aflamed a milder a) j@arance.
Finding the human mind, too much en ghtened
for receiving the more grofs abfurdities of tie
Roman church ; or rather difcovering from ex-
¢ perience, that the blood of the Martyrs vas the
Teed of the church ; and that the more fhe was
opprefled by open violence, the more fhe grew s
betook himielf to more fecret fraud, in attempt-
ing to deceive the fimple and unwary, by leading .
‘theirminds, and calling their ‘attention notin-
“deed, to the oracles-of trtthy but to tiat whi
_bears fo much refemblance, and carries fuch
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apparent air of true godlinefs, as that if it were
pofiole; would deccivc the very’ Klegt.  How far
the enemy have fucceeded in this attempt, every
one who is not a ftranger in Ifrael, muft know.
7 be Lord hath poured upon us, the [pirit of decp
Slecp s and hath clofed-vur-eyes ;. bur prophéts, rul-
ers and fiers hath he covered. The vifion of all,
(particularly that portion of the facred orgeles, enti-
2led the book of Ifuaims,) is becomé unto usy as the
words of a book thit is fealed, which men diliver-to
one that islearned, faying, read this, "I pray thee =
he honefily replies, 1 cannot, for it is [ealed. * Tt
i fealed up under the types and fhadows of old
telament worfhip, and jewifh ceremonies, that
“1 can difcover no beauty in it : nor any fuitable-
nefs to the more glorious o conony of the gofpel
¢ urche ' What then muft be done ? The book
it delivered to him, that is not learned; with re-
_peuted fupplications; faying, read this, I pray
tiice: the cale is equally bad, as before; hefaith
1 cannot ; for 1 amnot learned. Neither the onie
nor the other. have bad their fpiritual eyes open-
¢d, to behold the beauty of holinefs, in thofe hea-
venly fongs. Deplorable cafe ! There is no al-
ternative ; the facred word muft be difcarded,
and a faint immitation of human art, bearing
no proportion to the divine original, fubftituted
in its place. Wearied with the unadorned fini-
plicity of divine inftruction, men become ena-
moured with their own inventions, and the ma-
tural ese, beholding no beauty in thofe things
which can only be fpiritually difcerned ¢ it is S
10 be wondered at, that we fallin lpve with thofe
things, which are adapted to our natural percep-
tions. Deeply imprefled with the fin of depart-
ing from the means of worfhip, appointed by di-
vine authority ; and knowing the terrors of the
Lord. againft thofe who violate his laws, defpife
tis ordinances, or corrupt his worfhip, we zea~
* lfaiab, xxix.

.
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loufly attempted- to- perfuade men, and boldly
withftood them to their face : believing fuck an
inpoyation, on the comely order of Chrilt’s lioufe,
1o _have a_diredt tendency to COTTUpE OUT WoOI-
fhip, and fhake the foundation of our faith. T
ufed every exertion in my power, if poffible, to
ftop the growing evil; but every effort proved a-
bortive, in contending carneftly, for this article
of faith delivered to the faints. Inftead of re-
drefs, my mother’s fons were angry, and their
wrathwaxed hot; and when they could find no juft
round of accufation againft me, concerning the
Kingdom ; they watched for my private balting.
Calumnics were fpread, and accufations brought
againft a minifter of Chrill, without any regard
1o the rales of his houfe.

Beimg thus hardly dealt svith, and meeting
with fuch oppofition from my brethren, in the
defence of truth, and the practice of what Ibeliev=
ed tobe duty: 1 was at laft, when all hopes of
comfortable or fafe communication failed me; fhut
up to the neceflity of declining any farther con-
nocion with them, and having protefted againft *
their proceedings withdrew. And as | lad vo
hope of redrefs, from a fuperior judicature in
that church; | found myfelf obliged to make my
appeal to the world, for the juftnefs of my caufe,
and the re@itude of my conduét : hoping theread-
er will give me an impartial hearing. while E
lay before him the following fratement of facts,
and prefent plan of our procedure.

In order to make the reader underftand me—
1 fhall begin at the firt commencenient of the
affair, and prefent unto him, the plan of prefby-
tery, from their firft engagen.cnt in the bufinets.
Finding a rumotir among the people, occafioned
by the fubject of debate. they appointed a com= .
mittee to fit at Lexington in November, 17 ¢ fo
take in the complzints of the people, and lom
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- them into charges ; whichaccordingly was domes
And in April, 1792, they cited the accufed, to
their bar—where the following charges were ex-
hibited againft him, as will be feen in theiros=

gle Ts



xft. CHARGE-“ Whereas, Mr. Rankin debars

from the table of the Lord, all perfons
w ho acquiefce in Dr. Watts’ preface. ” Itisgiven
3n as farther part of the charge, by Samuel siair,
+that Mr. Rankin faid, the Doétor’s preface and
pfalms were all one. A & B.witnefles.” A.
being fworn, teftifieth, « That at Mouit Sion
meeting-houfe, Mr. Rankin being alked, whether
Dr. Watts’ plalms and preface were all-ofa picce
or words to that purport—Mr. Rankin an-
fwered, that the preface fet forth what wasto fol-
low.”

Alfo B. teftified the aboye.

Defendant. As to the former part, I fhall an-
fwer hereafter—and as to the latter, Lpafs it
by, as idle, trifling’ and futile. 5

2d. Charge.—¢ Mr. Rankin affirmed, that Mr.

* Rice, is of the opinion that Dr Watts denies sthe
eternal exiftence. of the Son of God.” ~Witnefles,
A.&B. Here the accufer knowing it to be alie,
fagacioufly concealed his name, and the w ¥
fammoned, refufed to prove the charge an th
flander fellupon the committee. . 5
3d. Charge.— Mr. Rankin faid, tha
muel Shanon, isa man of erroncous pr
a dangerous. man,! and hoped he wouldnt
within the bounds of his people. ~Given
Colonel Patterfon.” Witnefs, A.

The defendent denies the aflertion.
fer can find but one witnefs : He cannot have h
oath. Then the committee iscenfurable, for re=
ceiving, an accufation againft an cider, at the
of one witne/s*. Moreover it isto be obfe
that this faying fhould have been deliver
Wen years ago; of which the accufed never hie:
a»{'ﬁl?blc, till Prefbyteryappointed the afore
committee, to enquire for accufations.

~ ¥ Firlt Tim. v, 19




A re3
4th. Charge.—Mr. Samuel Blair, prefented a

* Jetter to the Prefbytery teftifying, * Fhat, Mr.

Rankin charges the body of prefbyterian divines
vith blafphemy and deifm.” The faid Blairun-
dertakes to fpport faid charges by A.B.C. D.
E.F.G. A. being fworn, teftiticth, “That Mr,
Rankin, at Mount 5ion meeting-houfe, foon after
his return from the northward in 1789,charged
Dr. Watts, with holding there was a contraft be-
tween theold and new teftaments; and thathede-
nicd the eternal fonfhip of jefus Chrift ; and; that
his friends to the northward,-were of the fame
opinion.” :

5. being {worn, teftifieth, “That Mr. Rankin,
sat Mount Sion meeting-houfe, foon after his re-

- gurp'from the northward, in the year of 1789,

publicly charged Dr. Watts, with holding a con-
tfaft between the old and new teftaments; and
hiat he denied she eternal fonfhip of Jefus Chrift:
Awhich Mr. Rankin, looked upon as blafphemy

" and 'deifm, and his friends were of the fame opi-
e

ion.

‘Theother deponents, fivore asabove.

Deft. That Dr. Watts maintains that there is
a'contraflt between the old and new teftaments,
is evident from his. preface. - Forin his fecond
fentence, he fays. “The gofpel brings us nearerthe
Teavenly ftate than all the former difpenfaticns of
God among men.”” This, is implicitly maintain-
3ng, that-the gofpel was never preached in any
difpenfation of God, before the fulnefs of time.
But the abfurdity of thiis, appears, if we'look into

- the perfect law{. The apollle is labouriug with

the Jews, to acceptthe gofpel ; and alarms them,
by the example of their obltinate fathers—to
whom God fware in his wrath, they Jhould not enter

jto bis reft: for, if you defpifed the fame things, .
that they' defpife, you muft expect, to meetthe

§ Heb. iv. 12. ~
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Cameexpulfion: for, unto us was the-gofpel:preachs
d, as well asunfo them, The apoltle takes it for
ranted, they all acknowledge: the gvl'pcl was
“preached o their fathers ; andthey were damn-
ed for their unhelief. But we have it pofitively
orted inas many words, preached before the gof~
pel unto Abrabam 1. Inthee Jhall allnations be bleff-
ed. But if the Dodor has got any other gofpel,
than that, which was preached to Abraliam ; 1
alledge heis under a very dangerous miftakecon
cerning his nearnefs to the heavealy ftatef. 7
marvel, that you fo foon removed from him that.caf-
Jedyou unto another gofpel, which iskast anothers—
but there be fome that trouble yo, andwoudd perveit
ehe gofpel of Chrifl. Butthe® wey or an angel jrors
heaven, preach any other: gofpely than that w,

bave preached unto you,” LET HINM BE ACCURSED, f

o a5 we [uid before, fofuy we now again ; if ahy

suan, preach any other gofpel untd yomy thanthatwe

have received, LET HIM BE accursEp. This is not

o vty heavenly Gate. - Butif you beChrifi's; then

B Son dbrabans [redy and beirs: according to the

bron

e Dotor proceeds to obferve: «There isa
dull ihdifference ; o negligent and thonehtlefs
air, that fits onthe face of the whole afiémbly,
while the pfalm is on their lips's which might
tempt a charitable obferver, to fufpeétthe ferven-
<y of theirinward religion, and thatthevery a&i-
on, whicl fhould elevate us to the molt delight-
£ol divine f{enfations, doth not only flattens onr

devotion, but too often aivaken oursregret; and *

zouches all the {prings of uneafinefs within us.>”
Bat, farcly no tender confcience would charge the
fpirit of God, with being tlie author of this hi-
* pocrify. *‘But the Dottor is very bold—and fays,
<¢ 1 havebeen long convinced, the accafion of this
“ eyil, arifes from che matter and words given by

~ T4 Gal & 6.7.9. fGal.v. 8 :

%
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the holy Ifpirit—tg which we confine all oup
fongs.” ~ And boldly-charges the fpirit, with falf~
_hood. “Some of themare almoft oppofite to the
fpirit of the gofpel.” If we have not proven
he holdsa contraft between the precepts : we
have fhewn, he maintains it is almoft op}?ohtc.
Buatheis approaching the point he means tointro-
duce. The next fentence, he fays, < It is foreign
to the ftate of the new teftament.” Now you
obferve, he has got another gofpel—not the fime
kind, but almoft oppolite : not pertinent, but for-
eign ; but as to circumftances, fays he, widely
different. T know not, that the matter and
words of God, which cgntain the doctrine of life
maftchange, with our circumitances. 1fhe means
by our circumftances, our ftate of nature,and the
fteps. of regeneration —I think, we ftand upon a
par with our fathers : but if he means, the pre-
fent mode of our informatjon, I acknowledge a
change. But they prefent all the fame objeéts of
faith, and cannot be foreign—fave to the carnal
mind, which cannot difcern [piritual things ¢ for if
ourgofpelbe hid, it is. hid from them that are loff.
But to underftand this, more minntely, you will
pleafe to obferve a few things concerning the ten=
or ofthe fcriptures. The firlt book, prefents the
care of God, in the birth of nations—the fecond,
prefents the vine of the gofpel, in the feed of A-
braham. To whom, in procefs of time, he ex-
hibited a moft tremendous promulgation of the
. moral law—attended with fo terrible a fight,
that Ifrael trembled, Mofes quaked, and Sinai
mountain fhook, for he rode ona cherub with
flames, and coals offire, his pavilion dark waters,
and thick clouds of the fkies, attended with thun-
derings, lightings and a dreadful found of the
trumpet exceeding loud.
He {pake all the words of the Jaw,and wrote
them on tables of ftone—fanctioned, with cur/ed
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75 be that continueth notin all things written in the
book of the law to dothem. This inflexible, flaming
miniftration of death, among other purpofes, was
defigned to fhew the exceeding finfulnefs of fin—
2nd fhut up to the faith of the gofpel, which it s
true was manifefted in the firft difpenfation, under
types and fhadows, which ferved as a fchoolmaf-
ter to lead, the law condemned victims to the
vicarious facrifice. But fuppofe they werebut a
created glory, which had no glory, whien compar-
ed with the glory they reprefented, as all other
means arebue poor, weak, and beggarly, compar-
ed with Chrift. They were the molt lively fimi-
1itudes, the ficld of nature could alford,and wasa.
door of communication, made cffectual to falvati-
on. Itistrue, we are not debtorsto do the whole
law of Mofes, but we are in duty bound to read
the whole andfee the parallel between the type,
and the anti-type—and if we have turned to the
Lord, as Mofes did when he weat into the temple,
there is neither a veil on our hearts, not the
Jaw ; but with the believing Jews, we will find
the ceremonies well calcalated to illuftrate the
objeds of faich. Let us for example, examine
the pafchal lamb. 1t muft be withous blemifhy to
denote his perfetion : a male of the firft year, to
denote his being the firlt born of every fpiritual
birth : faken out from among the [heep or the goats—
1o fignify, hisbeing chofen, from among the peo-
ple : to be kept until the fourteenth day of the fame
month, to denote the time of his apprehenfion.
Arid the whole alfembly of the congregation, Jhallll
it in the evening—to fignify, the anti-type is flain.
by his own people : he mult not only lay down
_ Xis life for them—but lay down his life by thems
And they [hall take of the blood, and [irike it upor
#he two fide pofls, and on the upper door poft of the
" poufe,wherein they [hall eat it. That they who re-
~geive him, have power to become thefons of God &

i e e
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and if fons made free from condemnation. Fhep
wuuft cat it in the night ; to point at our dark ftate
by nature : roaft with fire ; to point out the tor=
ture he endured : and unleavened bread ; to figa
nify fincerity : and bitter hearts; to point out re-
pentance. Eat not of it-rawnor foid n at aii with
water: they muft not go about to eftablifh a right-
coufnefs of their own; they muft accept him, in the
way hehas propofed. But reaflwith fire, hishead
with his legs, and with the purténance thereof—you
maft accept him, in all his offices : nothing fhall
remain until the morning—you muftnot procraf-
tinate until the morning of the great day—you
muft hear his voice to-day : for that, which remain-
cth untill the morning fhall be burnt with fire—to
fignify, they, who do not accept the gofpel, inthe
‘accepted time, muft mect him, a confaming fire
inhe'latt day. They muft eat it with theirioins
ded—becaufe, they are fojourners = their [hoes
‘on their feef ~becaufe, they mult, through many
tribulations, enter ‘the promifed inheritance:
_and their flaff in their hands—to fignify, their de-
pendance ;5 and in hafte, to point out the ardour
of theiraffections. "It iscalled, the Lords paffovers
* for he is the author, and finifher of our falvation :
e favoured them, when he fmote the Egyptians.
And many fuchleflons, they were daily receiving
of which wehave a fmall fpecimen. ~ It is true,
_we have not many written comments, upon this
fignificant mode of inftruction : butthey had Mo-
" fes and the prophets—and above all, the fpirit
of Chrift: the rock inthe wildernefs ; which
was abundantly fufficient to explainall things to
them, and make their contemned little, more

“ than our boafted much, without it. - For it pro-:

duced men of that age, of which we can prefent
no parallel. The favourites were filled with the
fulnefs of God; rooted, and grounded in love. Be-
hold a cloud of witnefles ! in thie eleventhtothe
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Hebrews. Aud undoubtedly, it requires the fame
power ofa fapernatural fpirit, to effect regenera-
Tion now, as it did with them. And had we the
eye of Omnifcience, we would find the imparti-
al eye of jultice, equally diftributing his favours
among his children, in every age. And though
Tealt in thekigdom of Heaven, was greater than
{ohn, and’ John greater than all the prophets

orn of women : it did not fignify greater attain-
ments of the gloryof God,nor of the knowledge of
divinity, or pradtical piety : but fimply of telling.

lad news concerning h¢ defire of all nations.—
The prophet faid he would come —John faid he
had come—the lealt, in- the kindom of heaven,
could fay it is finithed. _Butwill any alledge, the
leaft heir of righteoufncfs, underftood more of
God, than Mofes, Daniel, or Job.

But having viewed the foundation of their
faith, laid in Zion, in the days of Mofes, Jofhua,
and the judges : letus examine the fuperftruétare;
and we fhall find, the prophets and the apofties,
all built on the fame foundation—and that we,
who in time paft, were far off, whom the Lord
called—are only grafted, in thatfame good olive;
and made fellow citizens of the former faints, and
of the houfehold of God. That they without us, could
seot be made perfect ; in whon all the building, isfit=
ly framed together, groweth unto & holy temple, in the
Lord. In whomwe alfo are builded together, for az
habitation for God, through the [pirit. Now.: you
obferve,this fpirit of thenew teftament, was given
by Jefas, fesded and applied by his fpirit, to the
fathers —and produced as great divines,as ever
walked in the light of his countenance fince that
time. To evidence this:let us examine the depths
oftheir difcoveries, which they appearcd o prac~
tife. David wrote a fyftem of divinity, having
allthe articles contained in the word of God, {rem

_Gencfis, to.the Revelations- T 2favt this. inop-
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pofition to Soame Jenyns’ deiftical fyftem : falfely
called, his internal view,of theevidence of chrif-
tianity. Maintaining, “That Jefus Chrift, in
the book called the New Teftament, has given us
a fyltem of morals, entirely new : both with re-
{pe to the object and doctrine; not only infinite-
Iy fuperior, but altogether unlike any thing
that ever entered the mind of man.” My pro-
pofition leftablifh from the infallible oracle ; and
his will fall of courfe, and his blinded adherents
with him—of whom there are not a few pretend-
ed fpiritual guides. Paol tells us what was the
object of hisfaith, pofitively *.  But this Teonfe/s
anto you, that after the way, which they call herefy—
Jo worfhip I the God of my fathers ; belicving all
things which are written in the law, and the prophets
—that is the ten commandments, and the charac-
ter, and doétrine of Jefus. But left any fhould
fay, he had a new gofpel befides : we have: his
pofitive aflertion, when he makes his defence be-
fore Agrippat. 1 bave continued unto. this day,
witneffing unto fnall and great, faping none. other
things than thofe,which the prophts, and Mofes did
JSap, Jhould come. And tho’ he taught none other
dottrine, than Mofes and the prophets : he tells
wus, in his appeal to the church, in Miletus: [
have kept nothing back, that was profitable unto you
—for Lhavenot fhuned to declare untoyou, the whole
cgunfel of God. Now if he declared unto us the
whole counfel of God—he preached all that Chrift
and the other apoftles taught—for he kept back no-
thing that was profitahle—yet fays he—I taught no
other doétrine than Mofes and the prophets.. Now,
where did Soame Jenyns, Watts and our modern
divines find a new gofpel ? Not within the word
of God, but without. Nor isit another gofpel,
but only a fubverfion of ours. Butthe fyftem gi-
ven by the {weet pfalmilt of Hrael (fecing itis
¥ AQts, xxiv, 14. 1 Alts, xxvi. 22.

? 2
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contained in this canon) would not fuit the mo=
dern chriftians. It is widely different, and alto-
gether foreign, and almoft oppofite to the fpirit
of the new gofpel. ThisI make no doubt of—for
3fmen fhould form a new Bible, as they have form-
ed a new gofpel, they would make it .hold forth
2 new {pirit—granting licentious indulgence,
and a little more plain to be underftood.  And
why not their own pfalms ? That they may fing
with the underftanding independently, with a
fpirit they have at command. Yea, laver,there
s not one articleof faithand praétice contained
3n the whole word of God, but is perfpicuotily
3in David’s epitomeof the Bible—and the fuomma-
Ty of God’s providences, concerning his church,
o give the greater fanétion to the' whole. And
fure the church of Chrift, have fufficient warrant
Tocelebrate his praife in the words of David, and
Afaph, including the words of Heman and Mofes,
for they made them their own, by adopting them
3nto the book of Pfalms, and fetting their names
1o the whole. But we prove it again in Paul’s
epiftle to the Coloffians. Let the word of Chrift
dwell richly in you,in all wifdom, teaching and
admonifhing one another in pfalms, which fig=
Tify do&rine pared down' into poetry—and
hymns, which fignify providences moulded in
Poetic file— and fpiritual fongs, which fignify,
Ppradical exercife, fited for finging. Originally
anfwering to Mifmorum, Tehelim and * Shirim,
hethree names of David's pfalm book. Thuswe

conclude, the ancient faints built npon the fame

Foundation of the apoftles—Chrifl Jefus, their chicf
orner flone. And the man who cannot difcern,
this foundation called the body of Chrift, in afs
faying to communicate, in the Lord’s fupper, muft
cat and drink judgment to himfelf .~ And had not
1 a fufficient warrant, to debar fuch from the ta<

$ 1 Cor, 3i. 29, ;



ble of the Lord ? And here, I acquit myfelf of
the firft charge,according to promife *.

But as our Doétor approaches ficarer the point
in hand, he incroduces it with faying, ¢ Hence
it comes to pals, that when fpiritual affections
are excited within us, and our fouls are raifed
a little above this earth, in the begining of 2
pfalm, weare checked on a fuddent, in our afcent
Towards heaven, by fome expreffion, moft fuited
to the days of carnal ordinances: and fit only to
be fung in awordly fanétuary.” Now becaufe this
fentence, is as exceedingly dangerots, as it is
grofsly erroneous : the reader will bear with me
Shile Tattempt to firip of its falfe_glofs,

Tirft. We Mall enquire, who raifes thefe fpi-
ritual affe@ions. It is the mere creature man,
by a fixenuous exertion of all his nervous {yltem
_fabricating vague, interpretationsof facred
things—{welling the imagination, to an eminent
conceitof highattainments, that e canfay, frand
off for I am holicr than thou ? I am net Tike yor
publicar + 1have done fo, and fo—1 have never
tranfgrelfed his copmandments at any timt;at
Jealt for fo many years: for all thefe L have kept,
from my youth up. I think little wonder that
fuch devotion, fhould meet with a fudden check
from the word of God: for there is not a line
there, to fuit his talte 1. Bebold all ye that kin-
dle a fire, that compafiyourfelves about with Jparks;
awalk, in the light of your fire, and in the fparks
swhich yoi have kindled: this fhall 3¢ bage of my
band ¢ ye [pall lie down in forrow. " Bit 1s it the
power of Jelus Chrift; by his word and {pirit,
who raifes {piritual affeltions within us ! No-
doubt the kingdom of God, is_zome unty us, Whites'
ver oppofition we mcet with, from our unroly:
tempers (for evil is prefent with us): furely, there
will be no repulfion, on Gods fide—neither in hig~

# Sec page 5. 1 Ifaiah, L 11
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fpirit, or word. The words of Cod are pure—bis
daw 5 perfect, and makes wile the fimple. And all

Gripture is given, by infpiration of God—and is pro~
Frable, for dodirine for reproof, for corredtion, Sfor
inflruction in righteoufnefs—that the man of God,
sway be perfelt, thoroughly furnishedy unto atl good
works.

But, the fallacy of this deiftical fyftem, wilk
| appear the more abfurd, if we obferve with whae
| arc heattempts todeceive his reader. [his fud=~
| den repulfe from heaven, is charged upon fome
| expreflion, moft {aitable to the days of carnal or<
| dinances—and fic only, tebe fungin a worldly
| fan@tuary. The pafiage alluded tos inthe Epil-
! tle to the Hebrews *. Iwill grant to my antago=

nill, Jefus has obtaiued amore excelizat viiniflry—
by how much alfo, heisa mediator, of @ better cove~
‘ aant, or difpenfution, which was effablished nf=
L on better promifes t. The firfl was ot fauit.efin
becaufe it did not give {o manifeft a view of the
propitiation, as when he had been alually exbi-
| ‘bitedf. » The new, being a brighter manifeftati-
\ on, made the firlt old, and fo is ready to vanish’ a<
§
|

way. ltisa fainter light,and was appointed
for noother purpofe, but to give light, and is no.
where oppofed to that light, however far it tends
to elucidate it. = Wherefore, it can never dark-
en our fight of the Saviour—and this is the apoi-
tles reafoning, in the very verfe alluded to, thea,
or at that time, verily—for itcannot, be called in
| queltion. The firfly had alfo ordimances. of dio
| Jervice—it pointed at all the fubftances, of things.
hoped for—it was the fame, for fubflance and na-
| ture, as the fecond : and by the application of
| the fpirit, was as effeétual to falvation, and 1k
exceeding eternal weight of glory, as any- means:
| that ever followed. But it muft be granted,
| jt was attended in its outward court, by a
% Heb. ix, 1 Heb. viii. 6. + Feb. vitl £3¢
. 5
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uatural things, called carna ordinances: becaufe
flefh and blood was ordainled, to be offered, ass
2 type of Chrifts flefh and blood.  Now, can_ a-
ny man in his fenfes boldly aflert, that every
fentence in David’s pfalms, that, . in any mea-
fure alludes to thofe types or figures, which
were made at that time cffectual to falvation—
has a natural-tendency to debar anafcent to hea>
ven, and darken the believers fight of God his {a*
viour': merely becaufe the vail is taken away,.
By the coming of Chrift : and we behold the par-
allel between the type, and the anti-type, with
the greater perfpicuity. Thus, the two. fifter
charches are formed in'one fpirit, in Chrift, their
alone head, and by a {weet coalition, join to ce-
lebratethe honours of their victorious conqueror::
fhouting, grace, grace from the foundation, to:
#he cape {tone—this to a peaceful lover of truth,
prefents an increafing weight of glory.

But our Dottor of Divinity, has not this, as his:
only charge, againft the works of the holy Ghoft..
He comes on, to maiatain a contraft between the
precepts of morality.  Now modes of inftruion,
are fubjeét to variation; though he muft be an ab-
furd tutor, that makes ufe of any means, which:
would darkenthe fight of his pupil. To ufe con-
tradi¢tory means, to obtain the fame end, mufk
be deemed an abfurdity in_teaching divinity.
‘That, which ftands in contraft with laws of mora-
ity : that eternal law of righteoufnefs, is juftly
deemed iniquity, that abominable thing, which
the Lord hates. Butall thisis laid at wifdom’s:
gate—and iffo, God makes laws, to violate laws :
or difpenfes in this cafe with that, which, is the:
unalterable rule of righteoufnefs, in every other
inftance. g

Says our Dogtor, “ While weare kindling.
futo- divine love, by ‘the mediations of the loy~
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simg Kindnefs of God, and the maltitnde of his
stender mercies—within a few verfes fome dread
ful curfe againft men, is propofed to our lips';
that God wauld add iniquity unts their iniquity,ner
Jet them come. into his rightcoufucfs s but blot thews
st of the book of the living*. WHICH IS0 CON
TRARY TO THE NEW COMMANDMENT, OF
LOVING OUR ENEMIES.”” This is fo myfle-
rious a contradiction, that our Divine can give
no folution, but refering it, to the fpirit of pro-
phetic vengeance : and then, as he makes it an
“niquity, he lays it upon the fpirit. There is;
ach a compound of abfurdities, it requires time
to unfold them.

. Firlt. It is fuppofed, thatin his new gofpel,.
Chrilt had deftroyed the law and the prophets.

- Secondly. That there isnothing to kindle love;
‘but meditations of the loving kindnefs of God,
:and the multitude of his tender mercies.

And laftly. That every fentence of penalty
pronounced againft the finally impenitent, is
“ontrary to.the new commandment. But, withs
sout aggravating his unatterable incongruity, we
propole to thew, the fpirit jult when he fpeaks—
-and clear, when he judges. The Redeemer, in
-union. with his confort, who are fellow fufferers, ©
3n many refpeds : and who fhall be, fellow judg-
es 1, is in this pfalm, reprefenting to his churéhy
the fufferings he endured, for her redemption—
and that, she waft take up her orofs 3, and fill up

the remainder : to give ocular demonftration, of
the truth of godlinefs, forthe conviction of fome,
and a feftimony, a gainlt others. But, that fhe
mightlearn of him, where to divert her call, in
sime of trouble—he makes his addrefs to God
this father. Reproach, hath broken my heart, and
o amt full of heavinefs. - This points at the wrath
% Pfalms, Ixix. 27. t Pfalms, xxii. k
1 Gal..yi. 14. Heb. xi. 26, 2 Tim. ii.
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of Cod, and man that he endured—/is foilis ex-
coeding forrowful.  Theygave e gall formy meat,
and .n my thirll, they gave me viuegar do drink.
“Fhus hie fpoke in the preterite tenfe—beeanfe, he
wvas a lamb flain from the foundation of the world
—and was literally fulfilled with us *. Let their
sable becomea [rar vre them s and that, which
Sbould have bien for their welfare ; let it become a
trap : let their eyes be darkened, thatthey may uot
See s and make their loins, continually to shake.
Thefe fappofed iniquitous imprecations, the im-
yrover of David's pfalms (as if the workmanthip
of the holy fpirit, Was imperfec, and needed his
affiftance, in refining) has difcarded. But this, is
his icfirmity, and was never required at his hand.
A did not command it, ncither entered it into mp
anind.  But the paflage receives credit from the
Apottle, in his Epiftle 1o the Romans{. 4ud Da~
vid faith,let their table be made a [nare, and atrap,
anid-a flumbling block, and a recompenfe unto thems
Let their eyes be darkened, that they miay not feesand
béw down their back alwayse Nor is it the. leaft
mollified, when folfilled, with all its dread reali-
ties 1 fur they fiumbled, ot that flunbling flone—and
God has never opened their cyes, until this day¥.
Four out thine ivdignation upon him, and let thy
2urathful arger take bold upor him. ‘This is fulfill-
€d, in the Epifde to the Theflalonians t. Le#
-their habitations be defolate, and et none dwell in
gheir tents §. For it is written in the book iof
“Pfalms—Ict bis habitation be defolate || Forthey
perfecuted him, whom thox kaft [mitten, they talkto
b grief of thefe, whom thou bafl wounded. This
{peaks direétly of Chrift, in union with his
Charch; the firft, in the fingular namber, him ;
the fecond, in the plural, thefe **.. Add iniguity

* FPfalms, Ixix. 22. 23. . § Rom. xi. 9. 10, .

4 Pfalms, Ixix. 24. f 1 Thefs. ii. 16

il Aés, 1,20, ** Plalms, Ixis. 26
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sfotheir iniquiti—and let them not" come, into thy
righteanfuefs. This was not a fpirit of avenging
wrath in David, againit his perfonal enemies—
but a dreadful trutli, fulfilled, as you have it re-
corded, in the Epiftle to the Romans*. Where-
fore God alfo gave them up to unclzannefs, tothe lufts
of their own hearts, to dishonour their own bodies.
This is adding iniquity to iniquity ; for it isacn-
ally faid$, the reft were blinded : for in the fame
verle, they did not attain that they [ought for;
therefore, let them not come into his righteoufnefs—
Jet them be blotted out of the book of the living
“This is the infeparable confequence of the for-
mer. Thus we find, what Doctor Watts fays,
is contrary to the precepts of the new com-
mandment, is found to receive credit, in the
New Teftament. It muft then appear, our Di-
vine has another gofpel fill, or mifconftrues,the
one we have ; for it is manifelt, he underftood
not the new commandment. All thelaw isful=
filled, in one word: thou fhalt love thy neigh-
bour, as thyfelf. This is fpiritaal, and includes
the center, foundation and cape ftone of the
whole. Now, holinefs is love, to pure objedss
and it would be impoflible for God to love an
unholy being, otherwile, than viewing him
throagh the mediator ; and fee his own likenels
in the fulilment of all morality. God only re=
quires us to love as he did ; be ye holy asIam
Tioly ; thatis, with a love of benevolence, a love
of beacficence, anda love of complacency : thefe,
God pours upon thofe, whom he hath chofen :
but all others are hated of him. Jacob havel
loved ; bat Efau have I hated. But if pronoun=
cing inevitable judgments of God, againft the
impenitent, be contrary, to the new command«
mezat, how do we find the apoftles breathe the
an: denunciation ?  If any man, love not the
# Rom, ic 24, § Rom. xi. 7.
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Lowd Jefus, let him be Anathéma Marantha, ideffs
Let him ftand accurfed, till the Lord fhall come
to judgment. Alexander the copperfmith, did me
suuch harm : the Lord reward him according to his
works. Again, he fays, I would they were cut off
who troubls you. But carnal minds, often do not
diftinguifh between the righteous judgments of
God, which Chrift himfelf, hath fpoken, by the
prophets ; and carfing our neighbour, for per-
fonal affronts. How fhall fuch expeé to fir
with Chrift, in judgment, and pafs fentence, a=

gainft angels and men ! Butone word fervesas .

a folution, for all. By the new commandment, i3
underftood, the moral precepts, as they refpet,
Godand man. And is the law of Mofes and the
prophets; of which theresfhall in no wife pafs a-
way, orie jot ot ‘titzle, but all be fulilled. By
way of eminence, it is termed, a new command-
ment ; becaufe, it is not fubje@ to grow old..
"Fhis isa Hebrew expreffion: for that which wax-
eth old, is ready to periflr. But thisisall the law
and the prophets ; thou fhalt love thy neighbour as
thyfelf ¥." Asit is our ad, we are to be poflefled:
of a love of benevolence and beneficence, to all

mien—but efpecially, to the houthold of faith.:

But astoa love of complacency, it isimpoffible for
God, or chriftian, to exercife towards a fioner in
his' wickednefs. - And, when they become noto-
rious opponents to the intereft of Chrift’s churchy
Yie will make intereft againft them. And fo did
his prophetst. ot you not, what the [feripture
Jfaith of Elias, how he maketh intercefon toGody a~
gainfilfracl 2 Lord, they have killed thy prophetsy
and digged down'thine altars ; and d am left alone's
and they feek my life. We do not find his inter=
ceffion offenfive—but he is comforted, with in=
formation, of @ goodly number; who were refer-
ved under-the clection’ of Grace, and the reft were
# Levr. xixy 18, + Rom, xii 12
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¥linded. Such langnage was common to the as
oftles, as we mentioned before. Alexander the
Gcopperfmith, did me much harm—the Lord reward
~him aceording 10 his deeds. And I would they were
<eut off who rrouble you, &c.
I humbly conceive, there is nothing found a-
mong the children of God, more acceptable, than
-to live fo godly, as to be like God, tofuch a de-
igree, that the reproaches caft on ‘God, will falk
on them—and to be fo much one,with Chrift,
that their wills are made one. 1 hate them with a
perfel hatred, that eneriies are tothee. But,to be
Ao much more mercifulthan God, that they durft
Dot repeat the words of Chrift—becaufe he can-
not curfe whomhe curfes : but they muftlove and
pray, for the finally impenitent, is to be as much
‘overly merciful, as they arc ogerly righteous,in
their zeal without knowledge : when they wonder
dn their own counfels, aud go about toeflablish a righ=
#eoufuefs of their own ; and will not [ubmit to the
righteon[nefi of Chriff. But an cafy Tolution may
be given, forall this party zeal. Itisto be fear-
ed, they do not belongto the number of the god~
ly and the interceffion is made againft themfelves
Zand like the chief pricfts and pharifees, they
percieve ke fpake of them = wherefore they fought o
lay hands on him||.” Read the promife to the godly
in this world, and that which is to come, in the hun-
dred and twelth pfalm—and obferve how the
wicked will take it. In the laft verfe, the wicked
shall Jec it, and be grieved s he shall gnash with his
teethand melt away. But again,itis difgracing their
beloved idols. Their hearts and fouls are cen-
tered on the gratification, of their beloved lufts +
and if you put forth your hand, and touch them,
ihey will curfe you to your face : wickedly foge
gelting God, is like themfelves, and approvestheir
Jiz. _But thedefendant afferted, that holdinga
contraft hetween the moral precepts, is blafphe~
|| Math, xxi. 45,
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~mous ‘and deiftical. - This ina certain qualified,
fenfe, I maintain : butas weareabout to treat fo
deep, and myfterious a point of divinity, our
words fhould be few and well chofen, and yetex~
plicit—left we wound the feelings of many ten-
derand confcientious children, and fhould ap-
pear cenforious, in pafling judgment. The word
blafphemy, is derived from blaptein phemen, and
fignifies, by ignominious treatment, either in
Word or deed, to injure, the authority, or influ-
ence of another. Now this iniquity is aggravat-
ed, in proportion to our information, and the
dignity of the perfon defamed. If there is no
proportion between the defamer and the defam-
ed—there is po iniquity committed. E. G.
‘When Chrift faid to the fig tree 5 /et zo fruit grow
van thee : which his difciples jullly called curfing
—and itwithered, and died : it was done with per-
feét innocence : becaufe, there wasno proporti-
on between Chrift, and the fig tree—and there-
fore, he had perfect authority,to do with it as he
would. When God fpeaks of the deftruétion of
wicked Sennacherib*. Bekold Iwill fend a blaft
upon him, and 1 will cauf him 1o, fall by the fword
in his own land. There was no iniquity in this
~—for there was no proportion between the per-
fons. Or when a perfon, has forfeited all right
10 his exiltence, and jultly expofed himfelf, to the
-penaltiesof the law, for authority to fpeak; ora&
\againft him, foas to injure his power, or influ-
ence—this reproach is innocent, in the perfons
whio denouncc the fentence. Curfed be Ganaan,
foraferoant of fervants fhall he be unto his breth:
ren. Curfed be he that confirmeth not, all the
words of this law to do them—and all the people
,#hall fay, ament. This defaming is innocent. But if
we reproacha fuperior,the iniquity is proportion
«gdito our knowledge, and the dignity of the pers.
¥ Iai. xxxvil. 7. 1 Deut. xxvii. 26,
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E5th defanicd®.  He that curfeth father or mother;
bl furely diey. Thou fbalt nok revils the God'sy
nor curfe, the ruler of thy people : which is termed
blafphemy’ in the firflk book of Kings.!| Thox dudft
blafpheme God and the King: But ftill it is more
heinous to reproach the providence of God, as
' Hracl did{ » Te murmured in your tents, and faidy
" becaufe the Lord bared ws, he brought us forth out of
the land of Egypt, to deliverus into the hands of the
Amorites, to deflray uss for which, the wrath of God
waxed hot 3 and he [ware, they fhould mot ¢nter iuto
his reff. David terms " fuch condud, blafphemy.
‘But it is &ill more heinous, when the blafphemy is
jevelled at the means of grace. This is termed:
the name of God : becaufe, by this he made him-"
felf known.  James, {peaking of the rich, fays,
do they not blafpheme that worthy name. by
swhich ye are called? A jufter record is not
found in the word of God, than, that rich men,
think it bencath them, to honour the me ns of
race. But every degree of contempt, on his or-
nance, or_faithful fervants, is blafphemy indi-
redly againlt him: A that defpifith you, defpifethy
me; and he that defpifeth me, defpifeth bim that

ent me.

But of all the ordinances of God, there is none

adminiftered, with a purity in any meéafure pro-

* portioned to the writtenword. For all feripturé
is givenby infpiragion. The words of the Lord aré.
pure words ; as filver tried in a furnace of earih fe-
wen times.

It is recorded of the beaflt of Rome. character~
jzed by feven heads, that during his reign, he
was wont to blafpheme [. Azd ned his nonth
in blagphem; againft. God, to b e his nainty !

! * Exod. xxi.17. §E%od: x 28,
| |pr Kings, xxi, ro. f Deut.i.27.
3 Rev. xiii. 6.
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aid histaberriacle. Therefore;to biafpheire the
word of God,ds more criminal, than to blafpheme
his ordinances, or any of his officers. Bu, that

isis not only poflible, but probable, obferye:
sction Paul g es Titus*, that the agedwi-
tould t2ach 1he young womenytobe chafle keep-
ers at home, good, obedient to their own hufpands——
bat the word of God be not Hlafphomed. Now 1 af-
1, that for any tofay, that any thing didtated
fpiric of God, in the old fe ament, is op-
P pirit of the new, is blafphermous-—
for both teftaments were dictated by the farie {pi-
Tit, and cannot be oppofite to cach othér. ~No-
thing is a ftronger fupport for deifm, thap to fet
the' word of Cod, at oddsagainfl itfelf. To break.
theharmony of the feriptures, is, to reproach
them—and to reproach the word of God, is to.
blafphenie ii—and all fuch jgnorant and bold
blalphemers, and revilers of the word of God,
are jullly condemned by it : and fo had no right
of admiffion to the Lord’s table.

But fecondly. T maintain, it is deilical.  AlL
that ever a deift required, to deftroy divine re-
velation, was to divide itagainft itfelf; a5d 1o
aake it appear, there was a contraft in it : knoyw-
ing, a fonfe divided azainfl itfelf, muff fall. Apd-
as ifiere js nota more important doétrine in
the word of Cod, than the precepts of morality,
o hold a difference, is the boldeft fep of de-

ifin.
To fapplant the word of God, by traditions
of men, is beyond cntradiction, deiffical ; which
properly fignifies, the herefy of thofe, who de~
ny revealed religion. Therefore. 1lay down
this propofition; which I propofe to demonfirate,,
That D:. Waits’ propofed mode of worfhip,
partakes of the lierefy of thofe, who ‘deny re-
vealed religion. The Doctor fays,in his large
o 1 AR R %
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gﬁe‘}'{ﬁ! ;e That ifa'wife mian fhouldTesd the
evotion, hie¢ would neyer make ufe of more than’
for or five and twenty fele& picces of D

plalms, Pole the whole hindred and
And that of twenty four different
with which he was well acquainted, Le
< excelled’ the: it keeping” at the
eatelt diftace froin the original * Asif lie de-
Telted éver'y thing that pattook of the nature of
fhlpiration—and many othér fuch'like cxprobri-
This, I maintain is deiftican 38
the worliip. performed by e
5 -

ed precep ¢
THé natiiral conifequence will ferve for a com-
fierit, and’amount to’ invincible proof: for when
ever the word is made void'by human precepts
WHIEE Wil ever b the cafe, wiien they are fu
ed'to fupplant it, the fo d fire of principle
will be extigiiffied. The foul will'be latnclied
ifito’ aii unlimited ocean, - The moft fublime
means fimply confidered, will have no power of
gq?/crnmént, and tlie mind mft be tofled by every
rvile wind, and confequently perifl in the abyls
of crérndl ruinl, . At firlt it broke off from the
%008, by’ the force of carnal reafon, objeéting a-
gaintt forfe” feeming difficalties arifing from di-
vers difpenfations—But rejeing the counfel of
God, becaife to'then unintelligible,‘they foun-
dered all in'thie depths of mifeiy. . Therefore, it
wa; that’ notwith{tanding this idolatry is fo co-
pioufly prokibited; in the fecond commandment,
the feribes’ andlawyers, who were ambitious of
Ahé praifes of i, at the expence of divine reve-
lation, and the foils of their fellows, fabricated
forms and precepts, for the people—and enjoined
it upot then, a8 iftheyhada divine warrant, for
#heélr pfadtice. Hene we oblerve, when the
“chief theplierd came, Ii¢ found his church reple-
. pifhed, with thefe’ foul yuifing corrupiions—

“,,
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And before he could proceed todo any one
thing to purpofe, he is neceffated, in his firl fer-
mon on the monnt, to fulfil the prediction of his
harbinger, John— Ac jhai) bapisje you, with the
Holy Ghoji —whofe fan iy'in_his band, and he will i
tiurvighsy purge his fiaor s and gather his wheat into,
he garner 5 but hewill burn up the chaff, wath uny
g nchabe firgy viz. Thefe falfe glofles and tra-
ditions owf/m:n, which rendered the word of
none eiteéic. e removes five falfe glofles and an

abfoldte tradition. %
1t. They had taught, morder was confined §
to wilfal manflaught: T, or the killing a perfon

with malice propenfe. Buthe taught, it exten-
.ed to anger and farcafms—and that to fay, thou
ool endangered hell-fire.

2d. That adultery could not be committed,
but by the bafeftad - forgetting Job s covenantS,
But he let them know, that the Juftful eye fhould
;e plucked qut, or buth eyes should be caft into held

re

~d. That what was fuffered for the hardnefs
of their hearts, was an excufe for their fin~but
both the hard heart and the wicked.adtion, was
their iniquity. As they had been told by the
prophet Malachi : 1 hate putting 6.4 Jaith tke
Lord. -

4th. They hada tradition from their rabbies
that they fhould not forfware themfelves ; as i
they might {ware as often as they would, and by
what they pleafed, if they performed their vows.
But he let them know, they fhould not fware by
any thing . except the name of the Lord, and
hould never take that in vain.

sth. They were wont tomifconftrue the laws
of Mofes, concerning the penalties sof murder.
Ye have heard it hath-heen faid, an eye for an
gye,and a tooth for-a tooth—this was never g
* Math. v. § job, 3xxi. I, : 3
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$av in Ifrael, that if one man fimote out the eye
or tooth of hisneighbour, that he had a right to
rife, and {mite out the eye or tooth of his anta-
onift, Bur, it was left to the determination of
jadges,in cafe of murder, to take life for life ;
which was every eye for every eye, and every
tooth for every tooth, which was only an expli-
it mode of p_efenting the equity of the law.
Laftly. They had an abfolute tradition.” Thox
Jhalt ioue thy neighbour, and hate ‘thine encmy.
This was neyer an injunction, nor'divine precept
contained in the word of God. Love was the
fulfilling of the whole Jaw. Nay, inftead of hat-
jng our enemy, the law of Mofes enjoined mercy
$o0an enemie’s ox orafs. If thou meet thine en,
emie’s afs or his ox, goingaftray, thou fhalt fure.
2y bring him back to him again. Ifthou fee the
afs of him that hateth you, lying under his bur-&
den, and wouldft farbear to help him, (thatis, if
your inclination wounld promptyou to let him
fuffer, you, inflead of gratifying that malice, have
my divine command fgur it) thou fhalt help with
i thy brother in thy hearts
rebuke thy neighbour and
a0k fuffzr [in upos him, (though our moderns
call this charity, to {uffer fin upon them, and
flatter them in it too, whichis as grofs an inter-
pretation of the word charity, as any thing
Chrift found in his church, whenhe came to purge
his floor,and burn the chaff of Jewifh traditions,
with unquenchable fire). Thou fhalt not avenge
qr bear any grudge againft the children of thy
people. - Thou [halt love thy neighbour as thyfelf.
This is equal to the golden rule, do unto all
men, 2s you would they would do unto you. It
was groilly wicked, to charge the fpirit of God
with giving fuch precepts of malice, when they
were not fulfered to afe cruelty, to the fial ft
S § Levt. xix. 17, 18:
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afintdl. 1F 4 Bird’s A€t chance €8 be béfore (tied
iit the dy, indnly tfee; or onthe groiid—whe-
thet dhiey Be young ores, 6f egps, and thé dam
¢ fittifig tpon the yol’fné, or upon the egps; th
{Halt dot take (hé ddm withthe y 5 but thioh
Hialt let the dam' go,dnd také theyoung o ]
that fhou mayelt protong ehy days.
not iff chis place take caré for birds, of hich
1ot oneé can fafl fo the ground, Without Ris fa-
theérly cate, he furely intends by it, ¢ -

n to ilaftrate
£hat benign fpirit, whicki is eflential fo the chil-
dred of his kingdont—dnd to which the blefiing
o'l'i?fg ifé, is promifed: ;

_ Objection. Doks not theé fweet plalmilt of Ifra.
el declate, 1 hdte' them with a perfect hatred—

Ker, s the dire

Wa. iples to their own
5 Cofitext, verfe 1y,
Sarely, thi dit fay the wicked; O God & depare
o mie, thekefore, ye blovdy ks : fifice" téiigoral

judgments, and eternal rulth, i the portioft
Wicked men : firice they keep' inftrunients of cr
elty i tieir Habitations.® Oh' ! miy foul, come
thon'n6t, “inte’ their fecret, unto their aﬁ‘egnbly;
Ay hotlotr, Ve thou not united : for they fpea
gaiift Hhee wickedly, and take thy” ndine in vai
as 'cdnniot {et; not enduré any Wicked thing te
Be before my eyés. Imalt Hate the works™ of
Bieni that tifiafide, left it cléave untomé, verfe
a1, do nof I Kate then, (that' is their {pirit or
?f&&ic‘c‘),/ O Lord; thar kate thee ! For ivis trive,
Hate and deny myfelf, as'to'my depraved matore
_therefore it is, [ am grivoed with thofe that rife
r'é]’ againfi'thee. Al this is'exprefling his love to
¢ 3, and averfion vo finl  Fhute them, viz.
£hat body of fin'thit appears vilible'aboit them,
* Plalms, cxxxix, ’
-
|
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#51th 2 perfed hatred ; I:o(ml them mine enemics 3.
thelr company is perpici And certainly
this is perfeétly confiftent New Tefta-

ment®. Ifan)r man come 19 me, and hate not his
father, aud mother, and wife, and children, aud bre-
thren, and [ifiers, yea, and his own life alfo, be can-
wot be my difeiple. Havipg purged his church from
thefe errots, in principle,he proceedsin the nex
chapter, to difcover their errors, pra&l;r; i
for when they had_eftablifhed a religion of their
own, mu;der to give it the more weighty fa
on, they effecied exceflive ze and were of
fively o(}cn;atwns, and cenforioufly ""Fk,
gamﬂ all, who would not bo
xmtauor they had fet upf.
L it was mcompanble
df’;m kmgdom, hemuft declare the truths
concernjng this matter. I, tlmeforc, refer v.he
reader to the paflage, wlnle Tmake a few obfer-
vations. They gloried much in their ‘wealth,
and their ‘charity, and when they gave !Imr
amls, they Jounded a trumpet before them iy the s
nagogues,and in the fireets that they might have
glory of men. W:Lb this I cannot charge the
prefent age. Query. Isit wantof ch: 5
fecrecy, that prevents the left hand fro;
ing what the right hand doth ? 'And w
prayed, they loved to ftand, in the fyna
and the ftreets, that they nught be feen'
As to this hypocrify, W atio:
—though they enter their c}ofcts, :md pray in
fecret, they ftraigihyay comc and proclaimed on
the houfe tops, all their expcuencc N
they may be feen of men—but that the
fhail hear, and know, that they have au;hc
ligion****, No doubt but they are the people,
and wifdom fhalldie with them. I faid theyare
God’s, for they have made the lays, and de-
# Luke, xiy 26. 1+ Mark. vii, 4;

¥

pirit
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_gnand fan&ions = but they fhall die like meni—
They ufed vain repetitions, like the heatheny
and thought they fhould be heard, for their mach
fpeaking. Perhaps they took to, unorganized

3 ings, in large focieti d bawling, and
erying aloud, Lord, Lord, as if their God
was afleep, or on a journey, or bufied in talking.
Be not ye, therefore, like unto them, for yotr father
knoweth what things ye have need of, before ye alk
bim. They were deteltable in their falts, making
a fad countenance, diftorting; or disfiguring their
faces—that they might appear unto men, to be
exceedingly tortured in mind, or mortified in
fpirit: that they might give the greater fanéti=
on totheir teachers, and the new laws they had
fet up to themlelves, in his fanétuary : and tobe
efteemed exceflive holinefs, to the Lord. Verily
they shall receive the greater dumnation. Theireye
was evil, their light was darknefs.  How great
fhall their eternal darkaefs be ! They wereaw<
fully cenforious, for altho 'they hada beam i
their own eye, and never faw one ray of pure.
morality—they pretended, they could fee a mote
in a brother’s'eye. Thou hypocrite, firft caft
the beam out of thine own eye, and then thou
fhalt fee clearly, to calt the mote out of thy bro-
ther’s eye

Many of thefe hypocrites fhall conte to hint
with the fame fpirit, they live, faying, Lovdy
Lord, have we not prophefied in thy name,
and in thy name have calt oat*devils; and have
eat and drunk in thy prefence, on facraméntal:
occafions, and iu thy nanie have done many won-
defful things. Thefe fhall not enter hisking-
dom’: but thofe who have done the will of his
father—they are only thofe, who have heard his-
faying and done thém—that build the houfe up-
a rock that cannot be fhaken. 2

But thefe facraligious robbers, who teach the
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. feat of God, by thic precepts of men—dcfile his

houle—the place of the foals of his feet, where
. he dwells, even his holy name, by their whore=
doms ; in their fetring up their threfhold by his
threfholds, and their poft by his pofts : making
a wall between him and them—they have even
defiled his holy name, by their abominations,
which they have committed,and for this caufe,
God confumed them in his anger®.

Now, if we will examine the Lvangelift§, we
will find him contending for his authority againft
this. praciice, with the rabbies and pharifees,
where traditions originated. There was a fra-
ternity of them, who fromahigh conceit of their
faperior fagacity, termed themfelves rabbies,
maﬂﬁ:&«ng‘l:faphers— and were wont to confiruét
new precepts, confonant to their heterc encous
fyftems, and bind thefe heavy burdens, gri¢vous
tobeborne,and lay them oa mens’ (houlders : bug
they themfelves, will nor.move them, with one
of their fingers. - All this. work they do, to be
feen of men, and tobe called rabbi, rabbi; but my
difciples, to whom ! commit the government of
my people, you muft not be like them, nor ever
affime the prosince God lias referved in hiis own
power. It belongs toyou to be like “«10&8,{}‘:13!:!1-
fal as a fervant, in.the myfteries committed ro
#, withoat lordinis over the. confcience

or one is yonr. mafter, even Chrift, and
all ye are brethren, (tandingupon a perfed levely!
fubjects of my laws. And ye my people, I have
2 word to you—call no man your father, upon
earth, in point of cenftruéting laws, for your
worlhip.

gative, pafs it-by with ¢ :

you innocent—fpr one is your father; which is

3n heaven; and ali theteackers and the raughtare
* Ezek: xliii. 85 °§ ifath, xxiii. 8. 9¢ X2
s D -
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children. Neitherbe ye called maftets—for one
is your mafter,even Chrift.  All men know, this
was not difl g the |elanonﬂup of mafter and
ilc conneéions. But in point of
rdens, upon the confciences of
ed by the apoftles, traditions, which
find feverely reprimanded, in the feventh of
, &e. as fabverfive of all divine authority,
annull hbt‘mpowcr of revealed religion.
fum of what we have offered, is, that Jefus
ift, treated the falfe glofies, tradmons, and
of men, as ridiculous, and pernicious
o of divine government, and tenets
feripture authority—and there~
fore dejitical. From what has been faid, the fol-
losing conclufion is f{clf-evident : that as Docs
tox W «rts, has affimed the liberty of dictating
what men (hall ataally and audibly fay to God,
in their praifes, orpoImY his precepts to divine
ai \umnt), and prefering his compofitions to the
;.xipueu oracles, which are the alone objedts of
faith—furely I was juflifisble in faying,
atiments parcake of the herefy of thofe who
revealed religion, and therefore deifticalc
i mpoffible to pleafc God—and
lxc that doubteth is damned ¢ but human com=
_politions are not the proper grounds for a divine
faith, and ought never to be fubftituted in the
yncc of the infallible word. And for any man,.
“or fct of men, totreat fuch a precious portion of
it as David’s pfalns are, with reproach and con=
tempt in fn),nn ““except four or five & twenty fe~
le@ picces, a wile man would not_condefcend to
makeufe of"—is certainly an indignity done to
the words of trath and fobernefs which canuot be
too fevercly ce - But fordoiggfo, prefbytes
oy mﬂerl nn:cm of condemnation againft me.
0w bywauyof carpllary, I male this folemn
rotet unto. the world; founded on {uﬂl:mﬁtin-

‘d
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thority, that except God fhall, in mercy, turn us
back unto the foundation of ciie apolties and pro-
phets, Chrift Jefus himf{elf, being tho chisf cormer
ftone, the place where the ciurch ftood, in the
days of her purity, when fhe fealed the tr
her blood §, we fhall inevitably cntail in
and irreligion upon ourfelves, and our po
Such manitelt dcp:xrture from diviy
| and fuch contempt of the word of
ehargeable with, ¢ i
vcngeancc of Omnipotence on our "~\'
pBat men will fay, this is bigotry,andn
than the cenforious langnage of prejad
" Let us then look into the pcr(uc Tawof libert
and behold the verdict of honouring wifdom:
Our elder fifter the jewifh church fell thro’ un-
belief, and we ftand but by faith, in the divine
teftimony. Now if we loofe our faith, in the
word, which is laid afide, or rendered of none ef-
fedt, where we receive human compo'itions in its
place, and give the latter a prefcrcnce, to the
former—fhall not we bein danger, of loofing a
[Mupreme regard to the whole of revelation, and
‘become fo fond of our own inventions, that wé
1l at laft, loofe all tanding, on the facred word
which ought ever. to be, the alone foundation of
r hope : and when God in rightcous judgment,
eaves us_thus to wander, in our own counfels,
what muft we expect, butthat the vials of his
wrath, if mercy prevent nct, fhall be poured
out upon us until we are confumed ? But fuch
as difcern thefe things, and mourn over them,as

v clie

§ You will pleafe to obferve, an excellen
o find a pure creed to the analogy of faith, inthe
yitem lefc us on record, by the covenanied

urch of Scotland—wluu), withgnt cmmadvﬁ-x-

, Was, as to time and circumftances, moft 3
uly deicnbcdby the prophets Danic) and Jbﬁm :




. Witnefs, A. Iere is but one witnefs— he refufe
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the evil omens, of our times—= or endeavours faith
full_v to teflify againfl ilem, are held in derifion:
ity are men wondered at, are cenfured as nars
row minded bigots, or blinded enthufiafs: Yet
my prayers fhall be, in their calamity, hoping for
betcer things and things, which dccompany their
falvation, tho’ we thus fpeak—for, fince | fpeak
againit them, I do e rneftly remember them fiill;
therefore, my bowels were troubled for them,
for my heart’s defire s, that they might be faveds
and for whom, I could wifl: myfelf, were accuris
ed from Chrift, if my excommunication, would
tend to their reftoration—and for w hem, 1 have]
fpent the prime of my days, in arduous inceflant
Jabour ; for which I have received the reributis
on of perfecuticn— for fo much the more I have)
loved them, | have been hated by them:  But my)
hope is, that many brethren in the Lord, willl
wax confident by my bends; and be niuch morg|
bold to fpeak the word without fear.
But we procecd to the fifth charge; which ig
as follows.
“ddo charge Mr. Rankin, with pretending tof
an i mmediate revelation from heaven; in a drezm
which determined him, not to ufe Doéor Watts'
plalms and hymns.” Given in by Samuel Blair,
to attend prefbytery ; and has publicly denied
the aﬂnmn.
he defendant folemnly ﬂeclnres Le oppofed
}1\‘\man plalmody from ever L entered the mini
fry, publicly and privately, for many monthsbe
fore ever he dreamed about the fubjeé: and
therefore, a 'ﬁ\bfrqurnt dream could not be the
caufe of a prior determination not to ufe Doctox
Watts® pfalms. But left it fhould be faid, tha
1 wifh to deny any truth, ifhall now narrate
the dream, and the circumftances.  ©On my way
from Augufta, with my family, in the year 1784
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1 came to the vicinity of Nolachucky, where T
found the people in an uproar, about theprefent
defections in the church, and much difpofed to
flander each other. {informed the people that
during my ftay, 1 would hear no defamatory re-
ports ; and would preach without difcrimination,
where I fhould be invited ; confcious, this was
the moft direct way, to be ufeful and pafsthrough
with fecurity : and as i received a general invi-
tation, in compliance with Mr. Doakes’ requeft, T
went tohis houfe the preceding eve who enteftain
ed me with longnarrations of an extraordinary
revival hehad in hi. congregation. ~Repeatediy
giving credit to the new modes, which gave nie
10 believe, he would infift on we to adopt the new.
praétice. This put me to deep concern, in thefe,
iy more .unexperienced juvenile years : for I
feared to wound the feclings of his people, if
their religion was genvine, and difturb him i
his el fium, and pull down his difpleafure upon
me. On the other hand, I durft not wound my
own confcience, and forfeit the favour of hea-
ven, by a wilfulac. Agitated withthefe thonghts
I went to reft—about the dawn of the morning,
in flumber, 1 faw in vifion, a water arile out of
the earth, and run flafh on the furface, a fmall
diftance, and fink again ;and on the one fide was
written, in large charaéters, if thou know not, O
thou faireft among wemen, go thy way forth, by the
Sfootfteps of the flock, and feed thy kids befide the
shepherds’ tents*. And on the other fide was writ-
ten, afk for the old paths, where isthe good way,
and walk therein, and ye shall find refl for your.
Jouls§. Of thefe cogitations, ] leave the world
to make what improvement they pleafe; tho®
they never (hould have had them, if my confidents
had not betrayed me.  But for farther informdti-
#n, on the fubjec of dreams, I refer my readers
. # Solom. Song, i.8, § Jerem. vii 16. <
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to the Rev, John Newton’s third letter. AIlT
dhall fay on the fubje&, is, that I believe the
feriptures to be the only aud fufficient rale, both
for faith and praétice, to every chriftian; in eve-
ry circumftance ; and that we have no warrant
from the word of God, to look for, or expeét in-
timations of his will, in an extraordinary wayon
any occafion : neverthelefs; as God hasnowhere
limited his fovereign dealings with his creatures,
we have reafon to believe, that ever fince the cas
non of feripture was compleated; God has given
intimations of things to his favorites, in an extra=
ordinary way. But for any perfon to be govern=
ed in any inftance, by extraordinary imprefiions
of any kind, independent of the word and provis
dence of God, is certainly very dangerous, and
pever to be juftified. Finally, whatever impref=
fion Iwas under in the above inftance, or whate-
ver influence fuch dream had upon me, I utterly
deny, 1 was governed by it, in that or anyother
inftance. The word of God was, is, and hope €+
ver will be, my unerring rule in all my deport«
ment ; at leaft I ant fure it ever ought to befo.
‘Thefe are my fixed principles, which Iam nei-
ther athamed nor afraid to avow ; and the world
may charge me with enthufiafin, if they will. 1
might have added what I have openly acknow-
ledged before ; that if God gives any intimations
of his will, in an extraordinary way, it muft be
only to the perfon himfelf, and he ought never

to divalge it to the world, in no other fenfe than,

that he appearsto be well direéted in his deport-
ment, as none but he can have any thing to do
with it ; and, if ever there hasbeen any thingof
this nature with me, whether real, or imaginary,
I was exceeding wrong in making any difcovery
of it, to any that would exhibit it to the world,

6th. Charge. “He faid, that the divine. Bew
ing, had raifed him up as an influrment, to overs



*
[ 391

thiow “the ufe of Dr. Watts’ pfaimody in the
church—and, that he would live to fee the day
that he himfelf wounld do it”. Given in by the
aforefaid Samuel Blair. Witnefs A. Who fwore
o the above.

Deft. Prefbytery reccives this accufation, at
the mouth of one witnels. However, A.had been
jnmy eye, as a father ; we had been bofom confi-
dents from my childhood, and often entrufted
each other, with the fecrets of our feveral cafes
of conicience. 1 thought that what my friend
knew, nobody kneyw. L never charged him to fe-
erecy ; confident his wifdom, prudence,. aud pi-
ous regard he had ta the caufe of our corsmon
Lord, was a fufficient guard againft the {malleft
evileonfequence. I had never knew of any caufe
why my confident fhonld _betray me. Hehad
paid me his latt friendly vifie, and in courtely, T
walked with Bim about one half mile frommy
Toufe,and fpoke by the wayinour ufual frecdom’,
but never told him one word about my dream
not, but that I wonld have told him had 1 beea
led to the fubje@ : for T could have entrufied far
fmore with him. But the converfation turned
upon the times, where there was fomewhat of a
diverfity in fentiment; but it had never broke
his relation tomeas his paftor ; nordid I fuppofe
it would ever interferc, in our chriftian friend-
thip.. 1believed him tobe fo tender, confcious,
and capable of perception, that 1 was fare ¥
would convince him. Now, 1 do notcharge him
with abfolute falfehood, much lefs of perjuryy
But I think, my friend much miltoak the fpirie
of my aflertion, which was fimply this: confident
of the infallibility of my caufe, I faid, 1 believed
God had brought me into the world, for this ve-
ry caufe, todefend hisword againft the infideli~
ty of the times, which was introduced, by the

prefent mode of human pfalmody ; and thas Fae-
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¢fiing doubted, but that he would fucceed my Fa?
bour, and I hould live to fee the fuccefs of it. I
grantit wasa ftrongexpreffion, but uttered tomy
friend, the lively feelings of faith in God, and
his word—believing, I fhould not be left to la-
bour in vain, and bring forth for nought. But
Iaver, Inever ufed the barefaced expreffion,
that [myfelf would doit. This language is
not pertinent, for earth worms—nor do | ever
remember to have felt myfelf, to be of fuch con-
fequence to the world. But it iseafy toaccount
for his ufing that mode of expreffion, when put
in the form of an accufation, and fpeaking ofan
other perfon. Nor do Ibelieve, my friend ever
did it as treachery—but happened to rehearfe
the converfation, {o that it came to the aforefaid
Samuel Blair, who made it his bufinefs, to rake
upall reports he heard of, and lay them into
prefytery, whether true or. falfe. Which I
have fufficient reafon to believe, was in compli-
ance, with fome of the members of the general
afiembly, who lived in Philadelphia, but are now
no mote. Becaufe they publifhed the plan,
while [ was ia Philadelphia, and fent it in a let-
ter, by a gentleman in Lexington, to Mr. Rice.
Servant of fervants shalt thou be, unto thy brethren.

7th Charge—1 charge Mr. Rankin, with fay-
ing, every thing of importance, was always be-
forchand revealed to him.” Given in by Col. Ro-
bert Patterfon. Witnels A.

Defendant. Here is another accufation, re-
ceivedat themouth of one witnefs—whofware as
follows.

A- Being fworn, teftificth, ““That Mr. Ran=
kin, after his return from prefbytery, in the old
fottlement, where he was called to anfwera
charge exhibited againft him—he atked Mr.
Rankin, how matters, went ? Nir. Rankin, an-
fwered very well.  But, that he knew before he
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#ent awiy—for every thing of importance, was
always before-hand revealed'to him.””

Deft. This word, fhould have been fpoken
feven years ago; and the deponent fays, upon
oath, he does not remember, that what was faid
upon that occafion, was the leaft offenfive to him,
and did not remember, that the accufed fhould
have ufed the word revealed, but fomething that
imported as much : which the clerk”, infifted up-
on fetting down, becaufe it imported that mech
—knowing, that unlefs he had the word, he
. Would fail to prove the charge. :

The defendant is willingto be qualified, he
never ufed the expreflion with the man—for ifit
had been a trath, it ought to have been a fecret
—and heis perfectly fure, he neverentrufted hun
withvany kind of a fecret. I think what hapd
pened was to this purport : upon his atking me,
how matters went at prefbytery, very well faid
I—bat that, I knew before L went away. The
yeafon of this conidence was, that I was confci=
ous of innocence, and that for envy they hadaca
eufed me-—and, that if L was prefent, [ could de-
fend myfelf from injury in this accufation, as k
hadedone formerly. ror before | was halfa
year a preacher, the Rev. Mefirs. Cammins balth
and Doake, brought their feveral accufations a~
gainit me, concerning plalmody—and I as well
knew theaforefaid gentlemen§ would fuil in their
prefent attempr.  Confident that all thefe perfes
« cutions fhould work together tor good, I was
in mothing terified by an adverfary. Moreover,
what was delivered, was more than one half jeft,
as was natural upon meeting, and was nothing
akin to a fubje& foierious, asto talk aboutan ex-
traordinary revelation. Neverthelefs, A. {ill
continued " in communiod with me—nor did
Jever hear a word about it, till Robert fartér-
# T.T. § viz.Cunmins, Bilfh anlBoakes

5 B
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fon_laid it before }‘reﬂ)\tery Oh ! that they

had {earned wlxu that fc! pture meant. T how
thait wot go up and down as atalebearer, among. tﬁ)

people
4 Sth Umgc —¢ When a day was appointed to
choofe elders, Rankin refufed to proceed to
the choice—becanfe, he f{aid it had not yet, been.
d 1 im it was neceJZxrv »  Given in by
Witnefles, A. ‘and B. A. being
iwors, te vmcrh, ‘¢ That Mr.Rankin appointed a.
g clders, and when the day came,

dtoproceed in the bufinefs of |

3 being fworn, teftifieth, “ That Mr. R:mlﬁn
appcmred a day for choofing elders; and when
the day came, he declined proccedmg in the bui-

ixﬂ' (s, and among other reatons for {odoing, gave
= that ithad not been yet revealed to him,
it was neceflary—and one other reafon, that
cre the fefon was large, it generally deﬂro)» 3
ed theinflucnce of the head of thefeffion, or words
to that amount.”
William Galloway, Richard Steel, and David
ders, being fworn, teftify, ¢“ That they
, that they knew of any perfon
nded at any thing that Mr. Rankin
3 rav day appointed for choofing elders’s
wor do they remember; that Mr. Rankin faid a-
. fromawhich it conid be inferred that he
1'in any of hi udud, by extraordi-
B

It maft be very remarkable, if 1 faid a.

: fo grolly ont of the’ way, thav no per-

fon ina lﬂ"g!‘, aflembly, ever heard a {yllable,

which any thing could be inferred of thas

kind, but thofe two men, who were party con=:
* Levit, xix. 16,
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&rnec\ i all other reports; asiit is re
?hat o}'t\vu large congregitions th

b many things offeniive to thrée or four
and flie reft never receive any thin
lﬂeaﬁng [ am futé there can be but Jittle weiy]
in the depofitions, v, themfelves, fay ic
was only fome words mth: amount. Aadthey
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s it would, it was better for us to declinethe ea
Tettion, and put the people off with fome exmfe‘,J

not telling the rcal reafon. Patterfon and
Blair fufpected the reafons were, that they might
be kept out; and they were perfely right.
And this eafi'y accountsror bad hearing and bad
rehearfing. Buta 'deny the aflertion in the charge.

gtn Charge. - Mr, Rankin is charged by re-
port, with calling Doctor Warts® pfalms the re-
bels of the king of heaven.” Witnefs A and B,
A. being fworn. teltifieth, “‘that Mr. Rankin
fuid, to the northward, at the Lord’s table, he
faw it fpread over from oneend to the other,
with (he thinks the expreffion, but not certain)
the rebels of the word of God™”. 3

B. the deponent faith, upon oath, “he unders
food the expreflion ufed by Mr. Rankin tohim,
o be the rebels of the word of God.”

David Logan and William Rankin, deponents,|
fay, “Ihat they underfiood the expicflion to
be, rivals of the word of God.”” Left. lacknow-
ledge 1faid, when in Philadelphia, I faw “the %
Lord’s table covered with the rivals of divine
revelation. It was cuftomary in that place, for
the people to have their hymn-books in their
hands, inftead of their bibles, to fave the clerk
from giving out the lincs,and when the commny
micants came to the table, they brought their
imitations® with them, and fpread them down
upon the table, like fo many children at a finging
fchool. And certainly thefe occupied the place
of the word of God, in the moft folemn ordinace
under the fun.  Now furely the objects of faith
were removed, by the teachers—and the pre-
cepts aof men adopted in their room—which £
conceive tobe fupplanting, or rivalling the pre-
cepts of God. Thus they defiled his houfe, with
their abominations, %

* Our images.

3
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3 Lasl

AWVhen I delivered my @efence, agaialt all the

‘gbove charges, and defired prefbytery, to fhew

‘me, wherein I had trefpaffed any precept, inthe

word of God—or given any jult caufe of offence,

to any of my fellows—and 1 would make all ac-

knowledgements, the church couldrequire. Mr.,

Crawford fpake with great venom, and faid he

. gould prove me guilty of abfolute falfehood, and

that he could never enjoy communion with me,

*till | would acknowledge myfelf guilty of lying.

S Upon this, 1 informed prefbytery, Mr. Crawford,

hould be {worn, to tell all he knew of me. Up-

‘on which, Mr. Crawford faid, he was exceeding

forry to divulge a fecrer, I had enflrafied him

with : and he acknowledged, I had enjoinedhim

crecy;and likewife faid, he had kept itasa fe-

eret, from the day I had told him (which was fe-

ven years paft) until the prefent time. Eut after

fome minutes had elapfed, and he had time tocaft

his eyes around, and obferve, that there were

fome prefent there, who could teftify, the con-

* trary—and were perfe&ly acquainted, with the

duplicity of lis condutt : he then reira@ed,and

Fwallowed back his former fentence, and faid [

Kept it, as a fecret from the time, Ihad received
it,until | heard it was knowa to others.

Now the fecret had been commonly talked of

w for fome years paft. Sweet is the bleffing of im-

pattiality in witnefs bearing: the depofitions

will bear examinations and repetitions, and never

deface the comely features of truth and righteor f-

nefs. But if otherwife, a man isin danger of fall-

jng into the pit he digs for another, Secthe

lot of Hamon.
. The whole of the crime was : I was weak e-

?_y‘gl@ to_relate, to fome confidents, fome of my
fecvet excrcifes : wherein, 1bad frequently ta-
£ Effh. vii. 0.
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‘
Ken warning in fome rémarkable dreams=which
1 would not have divalged fora thoufand worlds,
had [ miftrufted the fidelity of my confidents.

For notwithftanding, that the moft éminent fer-
vants of Jefus Chrift, have, aré, and fhall be, fub~
jeét to influence, by remarkable impreflions in
dreams, when they niever would date to fay,
they had the extraordinary infpiration of the
prophets and apoltles. Iam confidént, thefe ex-
erciles, are purely for themfelves, and ought
qot to be calt before fwine. For even the mioft
enlightened children of God, who never expeti-
enced this pecaliar mode of fovereign inftruc-
tion, and much mote, the profane, will trample
them under their feet.

Now two years before this, T had with many
tears, in the moft humble terms, publicly ac-
knowledged, before prefbytery, and in my con-
gregation, that Iwas exceedmgly forry, I had
ever divulged any thing that had come to the
world, which fo much expofed the caufe. I
begged their forgivenefs, promifed an amend-
ment, and plead the commandment of out Lord.
That we fhould forgive our repenting brother, if
it thould be, feoenty s feven. And though it
was all the trefpafs I had ever to acknowledge,
~which coft me a blufh, it could not be forgiven,
Mr. Crawford has fworn to divalge all the fe-
ctets be knew about this matter —and though fo
enraged at, I know not what, that he céuld not
keep from croffing his own words—he is receiv=
ed by a prefbytery, to be (and that by 2 vote of
the majority) an accufer, and a witnefs to his
own atcufation—and to fit down ard judge mes.
on the fpot—and to pafs the fentence, that I
fliould be depofed from all my minifterial offices,
forever, withour any liberty of an appeal. An%"
when he faid all he had to fay, he never menti
oned any thing that contradicted the {pirit of my
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Asferice—as was juftly obferved by the fpe@atorsy
of whom, there were about two hundred prefent.
I hall trouble the reader with the whole, and
afewremarks, thoogh forry I am, to impofe upon
Lis patience ; but, as'it is a criterion, on which I
am condemned, I muft keep nothingback. Mr,
James Crawford, deponent, faith, “that he inyin
ted Mr. Rankinto affitt him in adminiftering the
facrament of the Lord's fupper. That on the
Friday before the facrament, Mr. Rankin gave
Tim to know, that he conld not come to the facra-
ment, if Doétor Watts’ pfalms and hymus were
afed, he could not join in communion. Said de=
Pponent faith, he returned for anfwer, that it was
the mind of the feflion, that the requeft could not
be complied with—and accordingly Mr. Rankin
did not attend the facrament. In converfatiom
fome time after in Lexington, faid deponentfaith,
that Mr. Rankin told him, that having prayed
for diredion, it was made known to him, in a
dream; the interpretation of which was made
known to him, with the fulleft certainty, when
Lie awoke, that he fhould not attend the facra-
ment of the fupper. That he faw in his dream,
the facrament of the Lord’s fupper adminilftered
by faid deponent, and the great, or whole depend.
ence, was laid on Watts’ pfalms ; that Watrs”
- hymns were included in the reprefentation of
the pfalms. That in all matters of confequence,
he was under anextraordinary divine direéion;
and that in confequence of fuch direéticn, he mo-
ved to, and fettled in this country. The depo-
nent faith, thathe is not to be underftood as
aflirming, that the above is literally in the
words of Mr. Rankin—but that his words fully
communicated the fame ideas with the above faid s
the deponent faith farther, that Mr. Rankisn *
gave him to know, that the ufe of Doctor Watts
plalms would, be Jaid afide in the church—a



Enowledge of this, he obtained in the fame extras
ordinary way as above. And he being afked by
the deponent, when this fhould come to pafs, hé
would not fix the time.

Deft. 1 grant, Mr. Crawford invited me to af*
6% him—and | wentnot, I fhall now honeftly
geil the reafons why. Jtwasa thme of fore atficei-
on in my family—abouttwo weeks before, & had
buried my fon, and inthree days after, the houfe
swasallbut confumed over our heads-while afleep :
at the fame time, our fmall grain was blalke
with mildew, and the prime ot our ftock fuddens
1y died—and above all, the enemy who wifhed
to fupplant me, hiad, by crafty inftruments divi=
ded my congregation, about moving the meetings
hioule into town —fo that I had loft all hopes of
Jiving inmy preflent habitation- Al this trous
bie I had at once—and in the mean time, was
invited by Mr. Rice to affilt in admi itering the
facrament. I wentat his requeit, nothing doubt-
ing, bat it was my daty: apon my arrival, Imet
With more to trouble me, than all i experienced
Lefore. For, in oppofition to all the intreaties I
could ufe with Mr. Rice, he would make ufe of
that mode of worthip, which was anabomination
to my foul. | maik either join bim in communi=
o or publicly refufe. This crafhed me out of
meaftire, and above frength. So that, between:
trouble for this, and my own confcience upbraids
fng me, with what doett thou here=—Iwas dumb
#nd darl not attempt to preach upon the oc-
eafion. - When' | came home, I fenta very affecs
tisnate leteer to Mr. Crawford, who, 1 {till be~

§ An exa copy of M Crawford’s incoherent
depafition, inclading the reprefentation of fupis
dity, ignor

$he author, but by a man of letiers. = et

ace aud nonfenfe wrapped together -
$n pafion. This obfervation was not mads
- =
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ligved; had fome, relicks of friendhip—prefent-

g wy trouble of mind, and my impofidility of
jaining bim in communion, unlefs.he would to-
terate me in the ufe of David’s plalms.  Eis

ply was, he could not give up his chriftian privi-
ledge for communinn with one. Now I affire the
workd, that this was the principal reafon. why I +
did not go. Wpen meeting with Mr. Crawford,
whoft peace and fricadihip 1ftill withed to enjoy;
1 thoughtmeet by way of mollifying matters, to
make mention of fome fecret confcicntious cxer-
cifé, and among others; made mention ofa re-
markable dream I had, concerning bim, in the
adminilksation of the fupper. That the chief of
all their zeal was, to fing their new pfalws, and:
that cated to have forgot that Clritk
was to be commenmerated upoa the occafion : and
that this, in conjunétion with what 1 had } 10w,
had tended to river my former convidiions—and"
that it was impofible forme to go, fhould he give
mg his hoafe full of gold, contrary to the diccate
of confcience. Eor we can do nothing againfl the
th. Fhe accufer, deponent and judge, who
copdzmned me before trial, fay likewife. ““Thag
in sllmaters of confequence, 1was under extras
ordinary diviac direétion : but would not be un-
derftood, that the above, is litterally in the
words of Mr. Ragkin.” And here, he faved hime
{lf of abfolute perjury ; becaufe I did not utter
them ; butin all cales of importanze, [ never ad@-
ed upon uncertainey, bug generally' laboured to
know, that it was the will of heaven, before [
adted—and though | often knew, that by the mind
being led in flecp. or w ; to {ome {eripture
paffage, to know my duty, it-did not mount up
to extraordinary divine direci but wus only
a blefling common to chriftians, that he would
‘gaide 0s'by his fpific unto all £ uth, ard clearly
to the way, in which they fhould go,
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it promifed in the word of God*. ButT muff’
plead the excule of ignoranee, for my antagonift;
fori alledge he is not acquainted with the differ-
ence, to be dire@ed by the word and fpirit of
God, intoall duty. A blefling comnion to allbe-
lievers, who wait for hislaw. Butto give new
Jaws and ordinances, in additiofi tothe fcripture
injunftion, fealed by miracles, is divine infpira-’
n or extraordinary dire@ion, and this is
what our moderns need, to pive fanéion o the
prefent novels,

N. B. It is remarkable that what 1 faid apon
that oceafion, was fo far from giving offence, that
Mr. Crawford faid, he had often taken warning
in dreams himfelf, as many worthy divines had
done before us.  And came fince unfent for; and
joined me in communion. Whatis man?

P.S. Is page 27and 28 confiltent ?

Anfwer. I acknowledge that in confequence:
ofa dream, I moved to, and fettled ‘in this coun«
try. And yet whatever influence a dream may
have had nponwme, ! utterly deny I was governed
by it. A fimple dream. abftradtly confidered, had
never theleaftimpreffion. But if a dream is fanc-
tioneg with a number of inconteltible evidences
fromdtripture, providence the di& tes of rea-
fon or confcience, the dreamferves only as a ve-
hicle to transfer the mind to a field of evidences
unreallifed, but when duly confidered, are con-
clufive and cogent. The dream evanifhes like
the cloud in the wildernefs, and leaves themind
ju all its ratiohbal powers, to be governed by
kis word and providence.

# John. xvi, 13. Xiv. 26, Pfalms, xvi. 7. Xvi&l
ii. 8.
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I Come now to the folemn crifis of feparation.—
Here, [ am confcious of the moft inuicaze
difficalty : for having received unfricndly treats
ment, and left my mind thould be prepofiefied,
1 durft not divulge my own views or feelings —
feafible, they will be fill more liable ro fafpicion
of partiality, among the moft judicious and cas-
did readers : knowing, that whercver chegeader
contracts this apprenenfion, he will fearce give
credit to real fa@s—and this will render &
work abortive. -And fill imprefied. with &
aveightier-objection, found jn a diviae précept—
thoa thalt not fpeak evil of the rulevofihy peas ==
ple ; and render not evil for evil : and aft ihis
exemplified by our Lord himfelf—when be was
seviled, reviled not again . and when hedy £
ed (thoagh he had civil and divine law
all the power of Jol, in his favour) he £
ed not, but committed himfelf to him thatis
righteoufly. Imprefled with thefe things,
not that iregarded the publicimercﬂ,un& f;
cedtobe accountable to the church. for my pub-
lic exhibitions, with great pleafore, wonkd L
omit the prefent publication. Bat tho’ Jefus re-
viled not, he gave us z plain narr tive of  Tadts,
mak'mgimerce;ﬁon; to his father, they fhspld be
forgiven. From this example. with prayer £0
God that my reader and I, may be daly influene-
. ed with the fame fpirit, 1 propofe candidly (a
God may cnable me) tomention a few reafons
declining the body of my paftoral fathers; in
awhofe bofom | have been cherifhed, from the fud=
er fteps of infancy. . v
Tiao’ prepoflefied in their favour, by all theforce
of nataral_ties,cducation cultom and obligations
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of gratitude, T was fully convinced, there was fes
veral defeitions amoiig us. But'ofic appeared to
lie more alarming at the root, while othcrsitrike
at the branches. Senfible thefe would render
zhe-tree unfruiful, lufed every'effort in my pow-
er, to check the growing evil. - When Imeafur-
ed my fuccefs, by the equity 6f my caufe; and the
ighteoufnefs, fuperinteiiding providence, - my
Hopes were fanguine, andlifred me above my'in-
Sirmities, and the torrenit of ‘oppofition. But
~whea I meafured by the fruit of my labour, I
Toft fight of my former ‘confidence— cosicluded, 1
had laboured in vain, and fpent my frength for
agught : for myexertions grieved the fpiric ofmy
rethren : they received them, as tho’ 1 was/ar-
rogant; vaingiorious, and wifhedl €0 become per-
fpicnousat their cxpenfe—as tho’ 1 would dord
over them, and all the finod of New York, and
Philadelphia. T conecived it was vaih to contentd
with prebytery. 1 then comcluded, -1 would
fight with none tieither, great or fimall, fave the
general aficmbly oaly. Expeéting, 1 wonld ¢i-
ther receive or comnmnicdte, fome dight on the
fobject—or atdeaft icir what they couid effer in
their defence. = Accordingly in May, 1789, I ad-
drefled the body, ‘with all the power 1 was able,
~and hambly defired they would cither anfwer-my
-argaments, or produce fome rcafons, for what
the finod had dope. It could not be obtained,
and 1L was forced to'retorn, with little more to
comfort, than, that I had faithfuily dcquited my-
felf, and would leave the event to God. But the
truths d ‘livered, had greatly offended—and nica-
“fures were con erted, to invalidate my influence.
Lettersicame to the Tranfilvania prefbytery, jo
bring about the procefs, which was executed.
And now | begin to be weaned from my mother,
and feck comfort elfewhere. 1Taw there was
little prafpe@ of wiility 3t home, fo many. bgs

+
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«catfte prejudiced, I believed prefbytery was de«
termined. 1 thought my ablence might tend to

molify them. ]:u.ob fled from the face of his
brother, until his anger would be turned away.

1 bad an inclination to make further iniprov-
ments in divinity, and accomplifha ftudy, ihad
been long in queft oft  Upon which I exiled my-
felf a year in London, entirely devoted to the
moftintenfe ftudy.. WhenIreturned I found mat-
ters as they now appear, to my reader: - All
‘things were grown ripe for a feparation—-and
prefbytery helped to fuch defirable fteps, as made
all things evident, to the fenfible and confcien-
tious.

But, thatour moderation may appear to eall
men—and that what was done, was not without
a caufe, you will obferve what we have to offer.

1t We thall make a few remarks on what was.
judicially done by the finod ; in which they have
left us, a bricffpecimen of their fpiritual difcern-
ment

Their pfalm book is intitled, in their firft pngc,
plalms careful]y fuited to the chriftian wosdhip of
the United States of America. Qu
a chriftian worfhip in the United -Sta
would be anlawful to praétife elfewheres & be-
ing an 1mprovcmenr of the old verfion of Davi
plalms.”  That, I do deny : in the firfl place, L o
is not averfion of David’s pfalms at all.

The author calls it only an imitation, and he
was nearly as far from the truth: for I durft
hardly fay, there is the faintelt refemblance.
And now to (‘..y itis an improvement of the verfi-
on, when it is merely a human compofition, en-
tirely new, and its principal excellency is its
diftance from the feripture®.  Strange, for doc-
tors of divinity! It is acknowledged by the beft
)udgd of the facred text, ““That, the book of

& Watts’ long preface,
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falms in its'original drefs, is one of the moft e«
{’uvated and fublime compofitions that are to be
found inany language. Jt has been often lament-
ed, that fo much of the picty, digpity and poetic
excellency of the original has been loft, inall
the attempts that have been yetmade. to give us
2 literal tranflationof it in englifh ver{e s Lhefe
were the fentiments of the ancients.  They grie-
vedand lamented, that they were dewained by
eranilations, fofar from the piety,: dignity,
and fpiricual excellency of the original. “Did our
divines by their improvements, help to a nearer
and more accurate tranflation? No. But Keho-
boam like, they anfwered the fufferers roughly—
and forfaok the old mens’ counfel that they had
piven—and {pake to them after the counfel of the
young men—{aying, my father made your yoke
fieavy, and i will add to your’ yoke—my father
ehaltifed you with whips —bat 1 will chaftife you
with fcorpions. - For fay they, ¢ many chriftians
have alfo withed to fee the fubftance of this ex~
zellent collection, elotlied in language “more a-
dapted to the brighter difcoveries of the gofpel,
and the {tate of the chriftian’ worfhip, that they
may be fung with underftanding and devotion :
and thiéreby, contribate to theelevation and im-
provement, of the chriftian temper. This has

“been liappily exceuted, by the learned and pious
Doftor Waits”? Now you will obferve what the
“moderas defired, is granted and approved of by
_the finod. laftead of a literal tranflation, they
defired the fubftance. This® fuggefts the idea,
which is ratified by the’ doctor, that there are
many thoufands of lines which had no fubftance,
orin other words, which were never defigned for
the gofpe! day. *“And cloathed in lenguage
more adapted to the brighter difcoveries of the
gofpel.”* This idea has deceived thoufands of
the imple and unwary,though in it{elf an abfurs
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diey. Whei the limnerlays the ground work to
perfe&ion, and elucidates the whole by the fecondd-
ary touches of his band; fillingup the remainder
with divers colovis, does he erafe and ejeé a
great part of the groundwotk, to make it more
adapted to the brighter difcoveries? MNay, his
Taft operations commend the former, to the eyc
of.the beliolder. Not, that it is made better in
reality, but that its excellency is made more
perfpicuous.  [aft fo did the wifdom of God, com-
mend the former objeés of faith, by the additi-
onal illuftrations, when all things written in the
book of pfalms, were accurately fulfilled. Est
ifyou deftroy the ground work, yon deftroy the
whole, and highly affront the author, who left
the cation compleat, when ke fealed it with,
amen —with teflifying, that if any man fhall add
anto thofe things, God fhall add unto him, the
plagues that are written in this book. If any
man fhall take away from the words of the book
of this prophefy, God fhall take Lis part. out of
the book of life. ‘“And fuited to the ftate of
chriftian worfhip.'” This as it flands Lere, in
oppolition to the worfhip of ancient believers in
Chrift, who followed and obeyed his doérine,
Which is ever the fame for naturc—as it accords
with grofs doétrine, now received by modern di-
vines, who maintain, that the old teftament
faints, were prompted to_their morality, purely
from temporal confiderations of rewards and pu-
nifhments. That they never believed in the re-
farredtion of the dead; or life eternal.  And of-
fer this, for argument, that life and immortality
is brought to light, through the gofpel—as if
they never enjoyed the gofpel before the comirg
of Chrit—and the old teftament faints, mever
prayed inthe name of the perfon of Chrifk. -And
after this, for proof, that hitherto ye have afk-
ed nothing, in my name, Asif the. church of
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Chrift, fromshe begining of the world, were alt
limited to themarrow views of his difciples ; frowr
whafe eyes, thefe things were much hid for a lig-
tle feafon, who no doubt believed in a furcty—
fuppole they might have had doubss, whether he
wis the perfon, and had afked uothing in bis
name, compared with what they did afier. How-
cver, T donot charge the aflembly with, holding
this error, how far foever, its advocates may
make ufe of it—hut believe, it was not bappily
exprefled.  “That they may be fungwith under-
frangding and devation.”” Thisis equally excep-
tionable—and has been handled to grofs purpof-
es. Maft the objeéts of faith, contained in diving
reveldtion, he expunged, and human tefiimonies
adapted, to accommedate the natural man, whe
. cannof difern the things which are fpiritual
When Chrift himfelf treated with fuch, ke tellshis
difciples, why he fpake in pariables 2 becaufe, ta
them it was given, to know the myfteries of the
kingdom ; but ta thafe without, it was not given.
For he fays, in them was fulflled, the prophefy
of Ifaias, which faith, by hearing you fhall bear,
and fhall notunderftand ; and feeing, ye fhallfee,
and fhall not perceive. But if our divines wifh
1o sonftitute a church of fuch,I would choefe
ta abfent myfelf, and take part with thofe, who
fing with the {pirit—and where we have the {pi-
yit, we fhall have the underftanding alfo. For
ihefpivitual nan judges all things, and where thy
[pirit isy there is libertys But what would it avail
‘me, to be zealoufly affecied, if mot well? Kq
walk in my own counfel, if blind to the things,
shist arefreely given of Gad  in the light of ming. owt
[parks, if Imufk e down inforrow ! Eus itis
“added, “Withdevotion.” 1find thiswordbut once
in fcripture, and thereit isapplied, in fimilar -
cafe. ForasIpaffed by, Ibehold your devetions®d
Agts, xvil. 23.
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Efounddn-altar, to the unknown God : whom,
Berefarey: yon iguorantly worship,. him declars
Lnfoyors . Wit means here dedicating ourfelves
to God, I.am fure it is not done according to order§,
And if God made abreach, in Ifrael, becaufe the
ark avas carried on a cart, inftead of the prieft’s
fhoulders, very likely he will (as he has done al~
ready) make a greater breach in our (frael ; when
wegoawhoringin our inventions, and we may be
dévoted, inftead of enjoying devotion. ¢ And
hereby codtribate to the elevation and improyes
ment of the  chriltian temper.” Query. Whe-
ther willan ‘elevation and improvment of our
temper, effeded by.the word and {pirit of God, or
Dr. Watts} compolition, contribute molt to the,
ikenefsof Chrift: our divine model * Judge ye,
«This-has been happily exccuted, by the pions
and learned Dr. Watts.”” Had they expunged
the word happily, and adopted its oppolite, we
wouldhave given more eredit to their tekimony.
<« And the pfalms which he, omitted have been
fapplied: by Mr. Barlow.” If the finod means
that Mr: Barlow made fome more.of the fime
kind, tofill up the number of one handred and
fifty, “bdo not queltionit. - But, that he fupplia
ed all the pieces of plalms, that = Dr. Watts lefe
out, 1.do abfolutely maintain, is a manifelt falfe~
Hood.  Far/l do aver, there is not one of David’s
pfalms, putin by them both. Only examine the
hundred and ninth;and that of thirty one verfes
of infallible infpiration, you will only find three
and onchalf, that bears the appearance of an imi=
tation itfelf. = Thereare two others made, which
fand oppofed to the dodrine contained in the
whole'pfalm - This is horrid out of meafure. To
drop.the remainder, which was an authentic re-

preientation of God’s great decrecs, concernin,
| the inevitableperdition of Judas, and thofe that.
PE.§ 1:Chron. xv: 13
Gy S
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took part with him in the fame impenitent re<
tyellion s for whom, the Redeemer never prayed
sor died. And' {or “him, to tarn the curfes into
bletfings, as if all the law and the ‘prophets were
conver Now, thatall the reprefentatives of
the charch in America, (hoald give fan&ion to the
ahfurdity, is traly a phenomenon. But this is on-
ly a fpecimzn —for the gencral tenor of the whole
Book is apon this ablurd plan. And M. Barlow
has not fapplied, what Doctor Watts left out—
aad the finod are found to violatethieninth com-
mandment. Though it may be, that thofe he put
fn, are aearly in the fame fpiritand file : for
stone but thofe of the fame fpirir, would give fanc~
‘tion to the deed —and it is likely, the fpeech
pight bewray him to be his difciple Itis faid in
the clofe, “that all local references which are
Fourd in Doctor Watts’ imication, have beencare-
fally altered, fo as torenderthe compofition bet-
ter adapted to every country.” This is aftrange
Laltercation. It was faid in thefront page. ¢ They
~vere carefully fuited to thechriftian worfhip im
the United States of America.”” Again it is call-
&1 “animitation.” Cad an imitation excel the
thing imitdted ? Can any, make the likenefs of
God, Lo excel himfelf ? 'No more can they make
the image of his word, to excel his word—and if
jt did novescel the thing imitated, why fhould
jt have the preference? If David's pfalms were
never defignéd for matter of praifein the church
6€ Chrift, it was horrid impofition, to make the
Jikenefs of that which was wrong—“and allow
the charches under their care, to make ufe of
them.” ¢, this is plainand undeniable asan
#<om ; yet is drunk in by millions without hefi-
tation. Neverthelefs, my prayer is to God, that
they may be faved. 2

' But Jet us examine their-a& for this pradicey
and fee if it carries confiltency and reafon with
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3t ; for feripture authority is notto e Tooked fort

Jiay 16,1757

¢The Sinod did cllow and do hercby allow,

that D octor Watts ' im!
as revifed by the Reve

don of Lavid 5 pfalms,
S Jarlow, to be fungin

the('hurcl\esunder(he'xr care. . Lhat they are; aL

time, far from difapproving of Koule s
commonly called the.old plaims, in thote

who were iu the e of them, and choofe to cons

tinue : butare of the ppinion, that cither may te

afed by the churches, as cach: congregation may
ification

judge for their peace and cdifi

Apd do

‘therefore, highly difapproves of fevere and wn-
chriftian cenfures being pafied on citlier the faid

fyltems of plalms.”’ ...
Jpon, this anwarrantable snftitution, let us

“hRo
‘make fome candid remarks.

by the churches under their care : that
y intimating, that s Lofe who hallnocf

« They allow thi imitation to be fung
s de-

i

o obey their allowing, {hall not be upuey their

be expected they would.beg the privile
they are at the fame time, far from ¢

And this is rcafonable : for it .could not
“iut

of Roufe’s verhon.. . Can any Mas in Lis fo

believe this T W hen the very author aflerts; it
muft be ackuow\cdged, that niore thay one thou-
d lines. of them, were neyer defigned for.3
ol day : that they alweys fpoil tucir devotis
£ mere neceflity - and many other fuch' grefs

entatious of the facred inftitutions Is it

\fible when one is et up in Op} ofition to the 02
ther, that, to approve of the one,is far from dil-

approving the other? Htyomen have a jultand :
warm debate, and you: approve of the one;. GO
_you not condemn the other ¢ Canany man ferve :

two maiters 5 will he not defpife one- s
But, they are taking indirect meafures topleale

all parties: that is, healing the wounds flighslys ]
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a8 if they defired the praife of men. But for al}
thefe things, God will bring them into judgment,
when they muft render an account of théir ftew-
ardihip, “They fay, ** cominonly - called the old

falms.” This is an ‘unjoft epither, and figrii-
ies as much, as if they were obfolete's For that
Which decayeth aid wiaseth old;ispraily 15 samish §i
5 And yet, they do not difapprove of that which
they acknowledge to be our of date. " Did thefe
divines know they were fpiritual, dnd no pare of
ceremonial exercife ! For it was a ‘pradtice in
the charch, before the Mofajc law was Siven, and
fhall continve through time and elernity’s they
would know, that neither - the matter of praife
;or the exercife would ever grow old. “Inthofe
Who are in the ufe of thiem and éligofc to conti-
nwe.” it may be obferved, that thiis is/a fecond
ary hint, that they have difcarded Dagid’s plalms
and the whole fociety of thofe, who ufe thein,
And Ibelieve, fome have felt the’ veality of this
hintt. “But are of opinion, that éither may be
ufed by the churches as cach congregdtion; Thay
Judge, to be moft for their peace and- edificati-
on.”’  This is leaving the whole deteériination
‘with the churche; at laft : and then the chidrches
have not the authority of finod, for éither : and
the only rule left to determine the matter, is,
what they way judges firtt, for peace 5 and (o
cond, for edification, ‘Fhis is contrary to the
wifdom that is from above; which is firft pure,
then Ppeaccablel: and then, tlie congregation
muftleave the truth 1o a vote of ‘the majority<
and we may nothave the approbation of otirown
micifter; bit the majority muft rilethe minority::
{o that, withou the confent of the paftor or tie
dittle flock, the wicked who are alwiys moft -
ferous, muft rule the houfe of God, ig di&qtihg

§ Heb. viji. 13, t Rom x, 2

~F James, i, 17, vi31ag dfs
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e verymatter of praife, T
this is £ ourifinod have landed ¢ e key
Ehe kingdoin of Heaven, to the prince of the Pow
€rof darknefs, that he may commandthe church-
es of Chirift, at his pleafure: and fiuce thele things
have been done, the face of 1 ers appears to
<carfy the mark of the Seaft.  iie hus fir 1s s
figns inthe fanduary||. <And do therefore highly
dilapprove of fevere and unch cey 3
cither of faid fyliems of plalmody22 4 iy 13 beg-
ing favour with a witneis, W Lo they laye by
one deed, fet the world in an uproar, which wuft
take place of necefity, svien they fer uprwo fyfs
téms 6f ‘plalmody, 4or the of contention,
; b 1 the world
would not wandc y they, knew,
that many would y and they w rej that
this would divide the 1 aple, as time has mad
‘the'comment.

may not blame them for v}
- xaittably done ¥ For it appears,
Hetle vegard to the Peaple.  tor
ganfiot tell how high the ¢:nfuye 1
itwould become unchriftia ¥
figns of repentance, Hany arg fo dif
out from among theiity G iy, peupleg. aod b
rate, fuith the Lordy: and toich ot 14
and Iwill receie and 1wil/
0its and ye shail be vy fomss ot
Wbe Lord, e
2d. Butagain, one of 1
on known to the priae
i, that Chrift was i ot
nd to this the Tranfi
o WHERD Conir
t::hre‘eperfons

yieTy
believe,; there
d/that thefe

iem; thejr
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Felative termsy of father and {on—becaufe they
smaintain, that father and fons is incompatible
Aok equality, snd {0 £hc make three diting®
abltracted irom all i
e immediately i
them, firfl,’ fecond, d
germs, WAy be app’
And we think it cqually imy
fecond in all refpects, £0 be equal,
hey tell us, that whe
2o only @ references € his human Da-
cfore, that holy things shat shai b€
| shait b catled the /08 of Godui But !
Beli oot or ‘as g0 DIIUTIAT nature,
enore the fon of God, thatt one of his elect, created
Py him. As to his human nature, he . is called,
the fon of man _but as Lo i
called the {on of Lo
Sfoit of God, fignifies 1O more, but that he fhall be
Jled by his molt eminent saratter, the only bes
Toved fon, of his father’s bofom: and what fhould
hebe called, but by his own name, when we fpeak
of his divine patare ? Believers are called, the
fons of God, becaufe they are treated by hisword
and fpirie, Chrift may Yo called tie fon of God)
s to his human nature, from the fame \)r'mciyha_.
‘Bt there | another natore in Chr
.the glory o his \)erfm\——and
the fon @ God, where humaft nature
cerned. For the trath of this, let us examine th
apoltles reafoning W
3 proving what Curift faid to the Jews, and f
whicl they were about to fton€ him. L and

perfons
and pi

and for
afon,it

s

bis furs by whoot % fo, e made.the woTldss
Jereis the W

1s conld not be faid, of his human nature, b
ofhis divine? therefore, he is faid to be the
§ 1 Copaxalle 28, 3
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ofGod, as to his divine nature —and iF, as to his
divine nature; he maft be eternal ; and fo we be-
lieve, that the eternal fon of God, became man,
being the brightnsfs of his giory. Chrift's human
nature, is not the brightnefs of his father’s glo=
1y; but his divine natare. But the fon is fQaidto
be the brightnefs of his Father s glorv there=
fore, it mult be his divine nature, which was
cal ed his fon; and if the divine nature,is called
the {on, he mult be the eternal vor

Aud the exprefs image of his porfon. Though
human nature isfaid to be created, in the Iike-
nefs of God, it was never { never will,
a created being, be the ex image of his
perfon; whois uncreated. hismuit be fpo
of his divine nature : thercfore. the fon is faid
to be the exprefs image of Lis perfon, which
muft be hisdivine nature: therefore,the divine na=
ture,is called the fen, and if a fon, ancternal {on,

When he had by him our fins: thig
could neither be f2id of his. l» i
ture, abltraily confidered: but a5 to both nas
tures, he is termed the fon of God. Ilis divine
mature, which was the pn.u
be the fon of God. If afon,

Sat down, on the right haud, ¢
bigh. This, may have a i
man natare. Being mad: ju muzh b
angels, as_he has obtained-¢
than they. This is entirely Im ¢
but to prove that this human nas
the angelic nature, the apo!th
tion, proving he had a div
exceeding and eternal weight of slery
man nature, left he fhould be littie in their
‘and they fhould not Aonour the S04y s #h
the Father. [For unto which of the an,
at any time—thou art my [, thi
seu theey M this, had only arefircnce o

E

e




fexd

vaared Dpicit, created in the womb,
¢ it was nothing fo much!
traordin: han' creating the {pirics ‘of!
men, aswould give the pre-eminence
1t muft therefore, refer:
We conclude, from thefe
inconteft ¥ 25 well as many othersy he’
is calted his fon, whenit could not have a refer--
ence to-his himan nature, but to his divine.
thence conceive,itismotbad divinity, to fay’
the only, redeemer of God’s el &, who™was the
cteynal fun bf God, andbecame man, &e. 1grant-
to them, Ae ing of the tn‘utipna‘jﬁ'vd)'
and thathe firff begotten of Gody as to
his hunah natare ;but thiswisnot in the‘order:
of time,  but in point ‘of preeminence 5 and
that divine nature  wasc fafficient to effece all
things, the church enjoyedor required, prior to
the fulndfs of tifre. - But Lam necefliated to difs
card’ the nnwarraatable tradition, that ‘Chrift’s
human fpirit, was created atthe beginning of time
Sritich 18.a branch of do@rite, maintainedby
thofe who deny his divine fonfhip Waritaii Oby
syecpeft thor 2 Becaufe they h taken away my
Lord, and 1 know ot where they have laid himi =~
But they have faid thingsmore grofs, concerns
ing him. Yet, the very fame perfon, who denis
' Phis divine fonlhip, goes fo far, to deny lis dis
<ine nature,as to maintain he was pcccable, or
liable fo fin. And the whole force ‘of his argas
ment, §5 drawh from the proof of the impoffibili-
%y. Says he,  The devil would neverhave tempts
ed him if he bad been infallible »  But thea-
mount of this argumen is, that Mr. Petillo, and
the devil, wete of one o jom, when the devil
\was as jgnorant as himfelf: but, when the devil

had, with every advantage that the nature .
things conld afford him, tried the experiment, he
Szould nieither tempt him to ome thought of diftruft,

o
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‘prideor prefumption ; for the enemy had nothing in

4ifn. He 1s mot only convinced of the abfurdity of
the doctrine of devils ; but in procefs of time, heis
convinced of his eternal fonfhip. 7 houjon of God
why att thouw come 1o torment me, before the time *.
‘The devil knew, that Chrift’s human nature could
not torment him ; but he believed the fon of God
could, and would. Truly, | am forry if our di-
vines, muft go to unclean fpirits, tolearn doérine
concerningour Lord’s Charaéter ; that they could
not believe plain faés, made evident, by demon-
ftration. There is'not a heavenly witnefs, but
approves, the harfhn (s of this expreflion: for it
isufficient to provoke the meckelt man alive, to
fee an'idol calf,fet up in the room of Cod s cter-
nal fon ¢ for this is denying his divinity! For
certainly, if there is a union between the human
and divine nature, the human nature muft be in-
fallible:  Verily, the believers of cvery age,
muft ha reacted faith,ona precarious object, when
they believed, that-he, who traveiied in the great
wefs of his [irength, mighty to fave to the uttcrmofl,
was notable withall his power, to fave himfelf.

3d. it is little wonder, to find profeflors of
the prefbyterian {yftem, fo grofsly ignorant of the
great decrees, recommend communion with me=
thodifts and baptifts, which is the next error to=
Jerated by the body, and countenanced by many
members. This is publicly recommended by Birs
Petillo, the tranfilvania prefbytery and oihers.
Some have not barely fuffered, tl«m to (it down
in communion, but have employed ticm to preach
in their pulpits. This is beyond all controverfy,
incompatible with divine order, prefbyterian
principles and difcipline. Was it not a charge
againftifrael, for which they were fent to Faly-
Yon, yehave fet up teachers for gourfelves in my [asic=
tuary. Herspricfis haveviolated my lawy and have

# Math, viii, 39. 3
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profaned my holy things—they have put no differénes”

‘betaeen the unclan and- the clean, and bave hid

their eyes from my fabbaths, and L am profaned a--
maong then §. Have they ever learned to praétife *

God s condition with Jeremiah: And if thoutake
Jorth the precious fromihe vile, thou shalt be asmy
mmonth s et them return-unto thee s but retursi thiu
ot untothem. And Twill make thee:unto this pec-
pley asfencod brazen wall—and  they shall fight &=
gainfi thee—but they shall not prevail againft thee s
Jor Laye with thee, to fave thee, &c +:.  Does their
conduét accord with the advice Paul gave his fon
Timothy { - Ly thine hands-fuddenly on no. wiar,
seither be partaker of other-mens’ fins : keep thyjelf
pure, that is, not only unadvifedly ordaining
them, by impofition of hands, as the prefbytery
of- , did with the methodift—but is re-
ceiving them without any ordination, making all

their fins to+become ours—which is far from

keeping our felves pure anddiftiné. - Buty if this
35 all juftifable, why did our,Redeemer, fo fharp-

Iy rebuke the church of Pergamus, for tolerating .

thofc, who held the dottrine of Balaamyand: that
of the Nicolaitans ? Which things fays he, 7 hate :
and urged them to repentance, threatning thent
ifithey would not, he would fight ‘againll them,
with the fword of his mouth. - Can thefe: divines,
ever expedt the lovely encomiums given to the
church of Ephefus ? 1 know thy works; and thy

lubour, and thy patience : how thou' eanft’
a0t bear them, which are evil—and haft tricd~

them which fay, they are apoftles, and aré not,
and haft found them liars, and haft ' borne,
and haft patience—and for my name’s fake, haft
laboureds and haft not fainted. John;in his fe-

cond epittle, fays ta the lady, ifany come unto -

you and bring not his'doérine; viz. ‘J‘Jz doétrine
of Chrift, whichis, falvationby gracéyand not by,
§ Ezek. xxii. 26 1 Jerem Xv, 19+ £
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swrorks, receive him, not into your houfe, nor bid
him, God fpeed ; for hethat bideth him God fpecd,
is partakers of his evil deeds. That is, neither
receive them to you, nor go you to them, as
fpiritual fathers ; which is, countenancivg them,
as though we wifhed them good {peed, in pulling
down the principles, we profefs to believe.—
‘There is not a grofler abfurdity, in church dif
line, than out of a pretended charity, to take
the erroneous in_principles, which maft be pro-
portionally vile in practice, for our fpiritual
guides, and fit down, with their followers, in full
commanion. A mongrel breed was the preareft
abomination. Ye fhall keep my fatutes : which
he explains to them, by fimilitudes. 7hox
not Jetthy capplc gender with divers kind : thou. sh
wot fow thy field, with mingled feed, er.shail a
garmeint, mingled with woollen and linnen, conve je
“on thee *.
J-fhall clofe this error, with one propofitian.
It is ellential to religion, thata man believe his
- own principles—and that he belic¥es cvery one
vheterodox, who differs from him in judgment,
“This is plain for without faith, it is impaetfible to
pleafe him : and he that doubteth is damped.
How much more guilty maft we be, if, when we
know, and are convinced of an error, that we
will give fanion to it,’and pretend to be friends
to Chrift, and the trath. Where little is given,
Jictle is required. There is fome palliazion foy
thofe who know no better. But, where much is
given, much is required. There will be no exec ife
for thofe, who knew the mafter’s will, and did ic
not—but wilfully broke his commandments, and
s taught others todo fo. They are the lealtinthe
“kingdom ; for verily, he will appoiut them their
portion with hypocrites. But this leads to the
wmext grievance ; that is, they licence the illite~
* Levit, xix. 19,
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rate, without language,. fcience or divinity, to
preach the gofpel s of which we have an exam-
ple in Kentacky. Tfaw him licenced, without
examination on divinity, as a candidate, for. the
miniftry. This is a violation of all gooci order ;
and by one att, reprobating all the laws they have
made, and bound themfelves toobey, by a folemn
oath of fidelity, when they were putin truft with
the facred office.. See Chapter 13, of the form of

overnment, of the prebyterian church of the U~
nited States of North America. Se&. 3. ¢ Be-
caufe it is highly reproachful to religion, and
dangerous to the church, to entruft the holy mi-
niftry to weak and ignorantmen: the prefbyte-
ry fhall try each candidate, as to his knowledge
of the Latin language, and of the original lan-
guages, in which the holy feriptures were writ-
ten. They were to examine himon thearts and
fciences : on theology, natural, and reyealed—
and oa eccleflakical niltory. &c.”” Asthisisa
breach of their own received- conftitution, we
conceive it anti-prefbyterial, and by which; they
avow themfelves, not-to be prefbyterians. A~
gainft this, there (tands on the minute, my dif-
fent, and by it, wifh to evince to all men, our de-
clining fuch abody : for thefe things does not
forfeit our right, to the pfeﬂ)yterian denominati~
o, which we wifh to maintain, on the principles
and plan of the church of Scotland, exhibited in
the form of government, compiled by the Welt-
minfter aflembly, and received by that church, i
3647,
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s THIRD PAR

T}ns leads me to the third partof this work,
which was, ¢ Toprefentoar prefeat plan.”
?Tis true, we frand at prefent detached from atl
comfaunication with any focicty : an handfel of
“children, calt upon the care of divine providence,
asl intimated in. my defence, when I declined
farther connedtion.w y brethren in~ the mi-
niftry : aboutone hundred fpectators, who Liew
«the whole procefs, and were perfetly acquaint-
ed with.my fanding, of a long time, received me
\?ourtc'oqu e me the right hand of lellow=
fhip; promifits. they would Itand by me: many
“of whom, could not join me in communion be-
fore, becaufe of the connection, are now hearty
“in the canfe. Lhey propofed, we fhould hive
Bg s, and declare our prin
ples, our prefent ftanding and what modes we
fliould citablifh. for bringing about a upion, with
Tome church. When met, they defired me to de-
‘laiié publicly, whatmy principles were—Iin-
formed: them, that (ince ihad entered tie minis
ftry, 1 never had, to my knowledge, made a fiss
gle change, inany pointof principles that-¥o
the belt of my knowledge, | mai
principles, for doéri d pline, of the
true church of Scotland; which fhe mainrained,
in the days of her purity, between the periods
1638, and 1650. The approbation of the pringis
ples, wascacried by an ananimons vore.  Nest,it
was propofed,
for being rece
body. Hefolved, t
_Aent conned
~ples, until God
Ws as many mini

© we ftand in this, our pre-
. + ; s A

ing to the prefent princi-

liis providence, fiould fend -
s, adhering to the prefent

tained all the
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iptinciples, as will conftitute 2 prefbytery ; or
until fome body, profefling our_ principles, wilk
take us under their care.

Secondly, it wasrefolved, that in orderto bring
about the propofed union, we fhall make the pre-
fent publication, to let others know our fanding
and creed : and that we would endeavour to ex-
amine the creeds of others, and that we would
both receive and propofe offers, with thofe, we
were convinced, were neareft our principles.

We adjourned, urtil the firlt of June, and up-

on meeting, we had commiflioners from twelve
congregations, reprefenting five hundred families,
who withed to join our communion. It was or-
dered by the houfe, that the charges exhibifed by
prefbytery, fhould be read, and the defence re-
_peated, and the judgment of the houfe taken, con-~
cerning them fingly. Theaccufed, in their judg~
ment, was not cenfurable in any point of his con~
dalt. The audience confilted of about three hun-
dred, who gave evident tokens of fatisfaction.—
It was then ordered, that this defence, with the
wealons for declining the body, and the declara-
tion of our principles, fhould be drawn up, a-
gainft our next meeting, to be reviied, and if
,;z.xppmven of, fubferiptions to be take nfor prints
fang,

* K

5%
o3
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#ag FOURTH PART

On the Extent of the Gofpel Offer.

E believe, that as it refpeds the ontward!

means, the ambafladors are authorifed to+
publifh, proclaim, and declare, the counfel 0fGod,
as it ffands conneted with our falvation; and thac
all, who hear the found, have an equal and in-
definite warrant, not only to embrace the means
as offered to-them indiferiminately, by which
comes faith, bit have a right to believe, that
Chrift, with all his benefits. is freely offered to
them, as finners, ‘without ever enquiring, into
the fecret purpofes of God, whether they are’
ele@, or non-cle.

Upor the Origin of Reconciliation.

W‘ebehcvc, that notwithftanding a finner is
warranted to believe the freencfs of the offer,”
and is poflefled of free agency, to do whatfoever "
is confonant to his own nature, that this offer,
was firlt propofed by God, {o until his fpirit, at-
tend the means, with irrefitible power, he will!
never difcern the intrinfic value, of the things
reprefented in facred writ. That when this
power attends any means, which can work, witle
or without. or contrary to means, it rer-dsrs
alt equally effeGual to falvation. Therefore jt
was, that the Old Teftament faints, had as effec~
tual difeoveries of falvation, by faith in Chrift,
as‘any f{ince, with all the perfpicuity of the ful--
nefs of the gofpel.




On the appr AG of Faith

We bekieve, that when a finger has. received
the fpecial conviction of tie brightnefs of. God’s
law, as holy, jult and good; thatr, when this
Jaw, attended with the {pirit of God, is order-
ed aright, before

is cyes; a thororgh-convics

tion of his flate, by nature and practice, not on-

1y morally incapacitated, to anfwer any pare

of the holy requiil y

juft penaliies th
b

pirit,
T, ha(’ﬁ the mind, to'a genu-
racteriftics, of the Lord

Jefus Chrif, freel
He has then a divine warrant, to'cry outim the:
langpage of appropriating faith, smy Lord.and
my God ; becaufe, he has reccived an earneft of
the fpmz in h,\.m, and. has- now an_aflurance,
contained in the very nature of his faith, tounded
upon fpecial evidence.

On the Condition of she Gevenant of Grace,

_+A covenant confifts, of terms propofed and com=
(phr with. Man brake the firlt: terms whieh
Sere legal. God propofeda fecond, ‘more aba,
folute. called a covenant of grace ; in which he
appointed an intaliible repreientative from ano-
ther family, who fhould be the people’s covenant
—that by this federal bead, he would fave his.
peoyle, with an everl g falvation. 'And in

fia

order tomake it known to them, with the irrefifti-
ble fpecial influcnc
1

of his hn]} fpirit, to render
ation hat the whole of

bt be pureand infallible, the

reprefentative xs adi
Taw aredivine and Mllm'c, and the fpirit which
es appl as thofc whoare

¥ ofered to fuch in the gofpelé

ine erfon, the word and:

.



{hade partakers of this %i t, are born of his word
and fpirit pure and infallible  andic is alone g} 15
¢d on thole, for whom it wis prepared. though
others have equal natiral gifts. and’ equal out-
ward privileges, yet they enjoy themto their con.
demnation, to fhew, thatitis ot od, and accors
ding to election of grace. Hence it comes to
pafs, that the faving condition of rhis covenant,
is eatirely on God s part, and nothing in the crea-
tuare, who is under a corfe by his hrit revolt a
tree fo corrupt, could not bring forth good fruit.
But the clect by this'plan, are” reated trees of
righteoufnefs, made after his own pleafute. grafe-
ed 1ut0 the federal head, and nourithed from o
| divine fource ; thus, root and branch is good. and
the frait is good. it is grace, grace, from the
foundation to the cape ftone. . Thus we conclude,
shat God s faving righteoufnefs, imputed without
the deeds of the law, is the alone meritorious
condition, upon which we tand approved in the
ight of od.  but,as this privilege is only cona
ferred on beievers, who, with an open face. he-
hold as in a glafs, the glory of the 1.ord ; and are
changed into the fame images, from glory to glo-
Ty. raith, is an eflential gift, by which we are
made partakers of this juititying righteoufnefs ;
without which,itis as impoffible for us tobe faveds
s without the righteoufuefs of ¢ hrilt: and there
fore, it i3, that fome have, by way of figure call-
ed it 3 condition, (as it is inftrumentally) of
the covenant of grace, who never viewed it as
meritorious. Ifany thing could be meritorious
on our fide it would be. faith : becaufe, it is a
transforming o lenrapturingdifcovery of things
hoped. for, whica are truly meritorions in theie
natare.  But as none are able to work this m
themfelves, it mult all be the gift of God. that we
m.y ¢ excluded from boafting, even by the lay
OF faith, . 3
1

g
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; oS of Comiiiniio

We believe, that faith in Chrift, and evangefis:
al repentance toward God,entitles, to privileges'
in the fight of God. But knowledge, profeflion,
and a deportment confonant to the articles ofthe
church, entitles to communionin the eyes of the
church, whethér the candidate i3 reallyin the
pofleffion of faying grace or not. We abhor and
protelt againft the arrogant, facrilegious robbers
of sod’s province, who vainly prefume, ro make
‘grace in the heart, the ecclefialtic term of com=
Tmunion, a matter, of which all men are as igno-
rant, with refpeét to others; as we'are, to the de-
érees of jupiter or'Mars.

Private Baptifin.

We' deny, beenufé it 3s intrudisg on tEé
#ights of the public community, and nutlifiés the
Very sdturé of the ordindnce : for bapiifm is 4
ddor of admiffion, into Chiift’s pubiic vifible
church, éntitling, ro‘all’ the outward privileges
of the fons of God-—profitable much, every way;
chiiefly, becaufé to thed is commitred the ordcles
‘of Ged. Now this body is in dity bound, by the
Taws of Lis houle, to exert all dué care in' the tu-
jtion and government of all tiie members, Now,-

" aliis body is impoled upon, if aif dividudl

member could be put under hér care; without hex
confent. But as confent iy efftnitial 1o recépti-
on, the clandeftine attempe, is a blank i reality,
and anabafe of an holy ordihance. If 2n- adnri
fiftrator had a warrdnt from the courc of Heaver,
1o baptife an_individoal, 48 in the cafe of Philip
and the cunuch, and then nidle feport, that &
ftead of the confent of the community, he liad fu-
rs, it would belic s to fubhi
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National Covenanting.

* “We believe, to be.a chriftian privilege, and
@poa fpecial occafions, to be the daty ofa nation,
and that when a community obligare them felves,
to abide by a fyttem of well founded principies,
and bring up “their children accordingly. = We
believe the formal obligations of this ‘covenant,
o be obligatory upon their pojterity, fo tong as
the fpecial occafion, which induced the paren
to covenant, requires it, and they fec the artictes
confona it with the analogy of faith When this
(pecial occafion ceafes, the community, may with
innocencedroptheform,and arebpund notart! er
“than themoral duties require ~the moral obliya-
tions of which, can neither be .increafed nor dis
aninifhed. Now, if webelieve the formal obliga-
tions of a mother church, to be confonaft with
‘the analogy of faith, and the fame fpecial cacdes
to have continued titl ourday-—~we believe, the
are equally obligatory upon us.  But this obli~
gationdepends, principally, upon - the nature and.
Atace of things, abiding the fame, and  not upon
~the fiagle act of qur predeceflors, who were ne=
ver authorifed to bind our confciente nor dif-
penfe with any enc of our patural rights  Whofe
non-entity, is as abfolute now, with refpeét 10
this world, as ours was, when they covenanied.
When [ faid, privcipally, it was with this referie,
that ip as much, as what they did for themfelves
and pofterity, was confon+nt to the divine will,
and as we have been privileged with their dedi-
cation, example, tuition infuence; ani diftin-
guifhing privileges, it will be ap aggravation to
our iniquity, to undervalue their diftinguifiri-g
sorder. in violating’ the juft examples, and Al
swarrantable covenanting of eur fathers, - -




ER3 |
T'he Book Oath.

. We deny,becaufe itis unprecedented, and may
Tead toidolutry, and may julily oticuid thofe, toy
wiom _arilt dicd. | We recommend that an oath
“fhouid be taken, injudgment. truth, and righte-
butiels, in tne name of Almighty God, with ag
uplitred hand. whichis fanctioned, With the moft
lively examples, and oight not to be done, bux
wien need requires, and admiiftered by ‘legal
autlority.

Upon Marriage by Licence.

Seeing, under our government ir is not purs
chaliag + hiberty by pecuniary rewards, fur-
ther, than compeniatinga prothonotary, for tak-
iny bond and fecurity, that guardians arc agreed,
and keepingajutt regitter, ror the credit and fafe-
ty of the riling family. snd as the contrac is
partly civil in its nature, and civil governnient is
bound todefend the civic nights—we believe it
perfeétly confonanz to the analogy of faith, which
migatbe evinced itan tHe fourth chapter of Kuth.
Bur as it is partly focial 'and the parties cone
zrating. come uader mitual obligations to fulfil
zhel i
ed before witnefles.  And as it is partly religi
ous. every fumily appertainiag to the church off
Chritt, commences a nurfery, or infant foci
train ap their family in the nurture and admoni-
tion of the Lord. We believe it right, that
whereever a charch in full order exilts that the
pator, or church officer fhould confecrate them,
o the bafinefs afigned them, as dcharclrof Chrifty
2aling theic onligations for the duc periorzys
@uCe o tueir duty. ¢




zaeg FIFTH PA'A‘R‘I:.

Tre 4PPENDIX
2 Con. Xi. T.16.23,

OTHELON éncichefthe moie mikttn'ti tes dphros
funis : alia kai ancchefthe moun. -

Palin lego, me tis me. doxe aphrona einai : eide
e gz, kau has aphrowa dexaltBe tie, Biawikion
kago kauchefomi.

Faraphroron lalo.

Mifce ftultitiam confili

Dulce eft defipere in lac §

Hok. Lib. 3.'0de’r2.

brevem :

Y indulgent reader, will bear with tire, 2
little lunger, while 1 juft inforfu him, my
prefent fituation.  Fitherto he Has on]} read thi
unafliffed eiforts, of a young feribe, in the hurry
ofbulinels, lhad not 4 'brothér to confult, in a
Tfingle point. i wasconvinced, as | wrote agaitift
‘abody of the leariied world, )t Iconferred with
authors, fome of them, would impeach ‘ine wvith
pilfery I therefare, never confulted one, for a
fingle idea, fave that antiquated Book called the.
Bible. When the preceding mamifeript was
one tothe prefs. (o try its fortune, and @ acci-
dentally, meeting with two polemies, on'the fubl-
i‘& of debate, was prompted throvgh curiofiry,
or the firlt tinte, to confiilt thent both : dnd not-*
withftanding, that my confidence was fo faugeine
before, that I contemned information on either
fide, from the moft learned divines ; i am fo far
sonvinced of error that - feel myfelf, in dury
#ound, to publih my convidtion to she werld<




end as they are of'fo Jate a date, T fhall defignate
them, under the title of the
MODERN CREED.

Article 1ft. I believe, when Paul exhorts to
Sing in pfalms, hymns, and [piritual fongs, he did
mot mean any {yftem then extant—becanfe, thefe
were infpired, and therefore too facred and fub-
Zime, for common people, and too obfolete, for
modern tafte ; but fome {purious cempofition, to
‘be invented fterextraordinary inipiration ceafed
and occafionally adapted to the times. [page 6.]

2d. I believe, that Tought to excludethe OTd
*Teftament fongs, both as to their matter and
form—becaufe, there is a rich indwelling of thie
word of Chrift, common to our modern poets, fuf-
ficient to enable them, to furnifh the church, with
“hymns for modern devotion. = [page 6 &12.]

3d. I believe, that the doérines contained in
he Old Teftament. have ceafed to be a rule of
Zife, upon pain of circomcifion. [page 7.]

4th. Ibelieve, that if a man, has “effeGually
sproven, focial and public finging to be a duty, fie
muft deny private praife tobe adivine ordinance.
Lpage 8.]

sth. I believe, that the ftile of the {eripture
Longs, is as reallya profe ftile, to difcerning obfer-
wers, as that of any other parts of fcripture— be-
“caule, poetry confilts in the chiming of words,
and this chime, cannot be perceived, neither is
“zhe Hebrew nor in the tranflation *. [page £
&3] 5

* See Lowth’s preliminary differtation,  See

lfo, Blairs lectures. [p.384.) ‘‘ketany ycrfe)% 3

&
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* 8th. Ibelicve, that it is as eafy to make pa®
etry out of the ancient profaic feripture, ds the
shoft fublime poetic diction of infpiration, forni-
¢d for the very purpofe— becaufe in the one, we
have feope to difplay the depth of all our talents,
and live, when we are dead, on the breath of our-
admirers; while in the other, wé are fo immedi-
ately dependent, our name, is' fcarcely. remém-
bered: [page 12.]

7th. Ibelicve, that what was commanded by
God, and exemplificd by his church, in fpiritu
¢éxercifes, isneither precept nor example to us
—becaufe, the ceremonies are abrogated.

[page 13.]

8th. Tbelicve, that Tcan with fafety, pledge
my eternal all, upon this article. That it is ab=
folute wickednefs, to fing the pious refolves of
others, in obedience toa divine command, which:
point at the death and fufferings of jefus Chrift’s.
unlefs we become debrors to do all the punéiilio &
of the ceremonial inttitution. [page 16.] >

gth. Ibelieve, had any gentile offered him-

vead the hiftorical introdudtionto the book of
Job, contained in the firft and fccond chapters,
and then go on to Job sfpeech. in thebeginning of
the third chapter, and he cannot avoid being:
fenfible, that he paflés all at once, from the regi-
on of profe, to that of poetry. Not only the po-
etical fentiments, and the figured ftile, warn him
of the change ; but the cadence ot the fentence,
and the drrangement of the words, are fenfibly
aliered. The change is as great as when he
pafles from reading Cafar’s commentaries, to
¥ead Virgel s znjade
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feif £ become 2 profelite to the Jewifh fasliy
and entered their worihipping aflembly, it would
have been confidered a horrid profanation*—
becaufe, the whole jewifh zcopomy, was tokeep
the, gentiles clear of their religion. |page 17.]

toth. | believe, that there is{ufficient intima=
tion of the divine will, for the abrogation of
the book of plakns, as a fylfem for the chriftian
worfhip —becaufe, a mizd)crri divine, moft_ confi-
dentially affores, that lie has ntade it fufficiently’
plain. [page 18- .

. 15th. 1 believe, indeed, that human authoric
ties ate worle than nothing, in matters of faitll
and practice— becaule, they fupplant divine gos
vernment, and therefore are horrid profanati+
ons." - Thisis tojfhgw. bow confiftent Lam with
he relt of my arricles.  [page 20.] :

12th. 1 ve, that it
have aliteral tranflation of
caufe, it wonid make perfectnonfenfe. ip §c 22.]
e.g. See Mr. Lowth’s tranjlatzon of larah.

13th. F beli therefore, that fince
tranflation of thefcriptures, we haveonly a
phraftic _comment, of the doérine contained,
Ayithout a fingle obje@ of faith in the wholes
Lidem.. ? ;

14th. 1 believe, that menwho have front fuf
ficient to aflume the province, have equal autho=
rity with the facred penman of the New Lefta-
ment, to impofe their epinions of feripture, ups
on our faith and practice—becaufe,” this will
give lan&ion to our modern divinity. [page 2]

15th I believe, therefore, to cosclude the

*Ifajah Ivi. 3.6.7. 8.
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“whole 6f'what has been faid—feein'g, Tam entires
1y cut off from fcripture precepts and forms, it
ds my ultimatum, to deputize fome poeticdivine,
who can highly recommend himfelf, from his
boalted rich indwelling of the word of chrift, ro
©ompofe pfalins for my ufe. [page 25.]

16¢h. Tbelieve it a mafter piece of abfurdity,
to fay, that grave tunes may be neceflary, to rea
prefent the hearty agreement of gofpel-worihip-
pers, aud to prevent temptation to heart wans
derings, or diftraction of mind, arifing from g
sude confufion of voices*, Lpage 29.]

17th. 1 believe, that the finod of the general
aflembly, cannot be impeached with any anti-
chriftian tenet, in impofing human authority—
becaufe, they have only allowed the ufe - of hu-
man pfalmody—and therefore it would be a
very illiberal fentiment, and fit only for the ac-
cufer of the brethren, to infinuate that they would
adjoin their authority, as foon as it would in
fafety be pra&icable. [page 40.]

19th. Ibelieve a man dettitute of fenfe—bea
caufe he is able to confound my arguments, by
conclufive reafoning. [page 45.]

Toth. I believe, it incongruous to the modern
tmode of chriltian worllip, 10 fing bleffed is the many
who pafing through the valley of Bacca, makes it @
well s the rain alfo, filleth the poots, S¢. Oy, who
is this, that cometh from Edom, with dyed garments,
JSrom Bozrab; this that is gloriousy inhis apparel
=iravelling on the greatnefs of his firength 21 thag
Sreek in righteoufnefs, and mighty to fave, &c,=

% Plalms, xxxiv, 3, Iaiah, xxiil, 16, & xv. 3
Eph. v, 19,
K
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Fetaufe, the one was fulfilled, when the pious T&
ralites travelled up to jerufalem to worflip - the
other, in the paflion of the fuffering mediator,
when he tabernacled with.us, in the flefb= but
are now no more. And as the {cope of fcripture
phrafes, muft be taken literally, ] believe, it
dangerous, to receive them, asforms of praife,
’till 1am favoured with an.expurgatory, index,
to point out, what iam to ufe and what refufe
[page 55.]
20th. I bekieve, it improper in the fimple
fpiritual age, in which we live; when our ap-
proach to God, is fo nearakin' to the unembeodi-
ed faints, to call upon every thing that hath
breath; to declare hisiglory—or call to our re-
membrance, the various ftimulus ; that the antient
. “aints were wont to ufe to touch theirf{enfes, when
they invoked all the inftruments of mufic, to
fhout his praife- becaufe, we are become foex=
tremely refined, that thoughts of this kind, are
100 grofs for orr purpofe,-and fit only to be fungy
dna worldly fané@ary. - [page 591 o

21ft. 1 believe it unlawful for me to fing the
oys orforrows of another whicliGod has left
on record; for the very purpofe ; unlefs 1feel
the fame idetical paflion, . ¢ the fame jundture of
time-—becaufe, this can be juftified, on no other
principles than that of irony—The only objection
1 have to this.is; that there never canbe a” pfalm.
compofed: to fuira community, until theend of

time. [page 65.]

22d. 1believe, thatit'is'evidently unfuitable,
that a great part of our pfalinody, fhould confift
“4n references and allufions, to that whichis long
fince abolifhed—becaufe all old things are done
away ; aud all thing liave become new—andbe-
caufe, when Cod addrefied his people, he never®
zeferred them to any thing palt. [page 65.1

Y
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#3d. Tbelieve, that there is no neceffity for
#an expurgatory index, to inform the church,
pfalms they thould fing, and whatnot— becaufe,
+the finod to which T belong, have given them
approbation to another verfion, which fuperced-
+ed this neceflity, by rejecting the whole. [p. 67.]

24th. Tbelieve, that infpiration was eflenti-
ally necetfary, in dictating a pfalm tor public wor-
-faip, when the church was in her purity : but
now, the gift of poetry is abundantly fufficient,
[page 71.]

25th. Tbelieve, thatas infpired form of pfalms
are altogether impracticable to us, I fhall rejed&
‘both matter and form, and burft to rich indwel-
ding of the word of Chrilt, found in the poets.
[page 11 &6.]

26th. I believe, that my fuperior fagacity, is
Huch, that no man s labour, will ever bear an ex~
amination, thould he advance ten thoufand arga-
ments, in favourof trath until he imphicicly
yields to my aflertion. | page 75,

27th. 1 believe,thatthe Cld Teftament faints,
expected that jome divine perfonage, in procefs
oi time, would vifit this world, but tor what pur=
pole they underftoed not - becaufe ail that can be
addaced from fcripture, in tavour of their acting
faith on his merits, is only a perveriion of it,
Examine the principal proots the advocates can

<" offer. ihe firlt, is tne nincteentis plalm and lufk

verfe —let the words of my mouth, an! the mie~
ditations of my neart, be accetable in thy lgit,

" O Lord, my itrength and my redeemer. iwow,

this redeemer, uad no reference to tie Median
for -becaufe, in Ueut. vii. 8. God acknowledges
his eternal love, aund his tidelity to uis oati, i
e’ Abramatic covenant, as a xeaion, Wiy is
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sedeemed them ontof bondage. And as the laft
was not done for the Redeemer’s. fake— the firlt,
could notbe afked in his name. [page 79.]

The next proof they advance, is in the eighty
fourth pfalm, Beholod, O God, our fhield, and
ook upon the face of thine anointed. Now this
anointed had no reference to Chrift, but to Da-
vid, who was anointed king over Ifracl. Neither
was there any need for the faints then, to pray
in the rame of Chrift, for falvation could be at-
tained another way. | page8o.]

Ihe lait is in Daniel, ix. 17. Caufe thy face
o fhine upon thy fan@uary for the Lord’s fake—

»  furely, nobody except fome blinded enthufiaft,
would adventure to fay, that this was praying in
the name of Jefus—b fe, it was impoflible for
the Old Teftament faints, to know any thing of
a Mediator : and by the fame cogent reafoning,
1 am able to expunge all fuch fervile prayers,in
the name of a Mediator, from the Old Leftament
difpenfation *, [page 82.]

22th. I now beljeve, that Iam: able to deny,
the moft eflential truth in theology, and impofe
abfolute nonfenfe on allthe world, without ever
knowing, orfeeling a reafon to blufh. [page84.]

20th. [ believe, that a written form is as ef-
fential in prayer and preaching, as in public and
focial finging - becaufe, the fubjeét matter is the
fame : and that it is as eflential to my chriftian
deportment, that 1 fhould believe every thingl
hear, as what i fay in my addrefs to God.

20th. 1 believe. that all reafoning by analogy,
fuppofe the confequences, are ever {o clearly
eoniained in the premifes, ought to be difcard-
gd s becaufe good things may be abufed. | page 86}
~®ifaiali, xxviil, 16,
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31ft.  Ibelieve, that when Gad defigned to fn-
fruct the ele@ Jews, that he ufid figurative
fpeech, on purpofe to conceal the things he in-
tended to communicatey and, that if he had told
them nothing concerning them, they would have
known much more. [page87.]

32nd. Ibelieve, that for God: to ufe figora-
tive fpeech, referving the, power of illuminati-
on, in his fpirit, to commuvicate the fpiritual
meaning is not fo happily, conflructed. as if he
would fliew us in plain terms, that all might
learn the myftery, independent of any fpecial
influence.

. 33rd: Lhelieve, that when Jefus faid, he
wvould fpeak to them no more in parables, but

ew them plainly of the Father, it was not, that
he would vifibly exhibit before their. eyes, the
fulfilment of the law and the prophets; or that
he would fo richly pour out his fpirit, as wounld
illuminate all the dark fayings, wrapped up in
the veil of Mofes ; but that he. would ufe a new
kind of fpeech, which fhould not be tinged with
the figurative idea, like the revelation of john.

34th. Tbelieve, had Nathan fimply told Da-
wid his trefpaflés, in plain fpeech, without « pa-
rable, defigned to darken the fight of his iniqui~
ty, notwithftanding his interpretatation. he
would have received deeper conviction. and
more lafting impreffions : and therefore, all figu-
rative fpeech, ought to be difcarded : and this
“will ferveas an expurgatory index, to all thefe bi-
gots, who. will fing Dayid'spfalms.. | pagesEo
& 100.] »

-

_ 3sth.. I believe, that the prophetic parts of
fcr'\pmre, are {o highly figuratiye, the d fign be-
ing, to exhibit the fubject under fuch a veil ag

.
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sthat nothing, fave the event itfelf, could unfol&
%5t: therefore, it was, that the Old Teftament
“faints, never derived the fmalleft poffible {piri-
‘tual advantage, from all the law and the pro-
‘phets. | pagegr.]

26th. Ibelieve the reafon why God fpake fo
dark, was, left menby their moral agency, fhould
-froftrate his defign; or if not, their moral agen-
«cy would be over ruled by the Deity, and there-
by deltroy their accountablenefs. [page 91.]

27th.  I'believe, that the cloud of witnefles,
smentioned in the eleventh to the Hebrews, un-
derltood no more of Jefus, as a vicarious facra-
“fice, altho they elteemed the reproach of Chrift,
greater riches, than the treafuresof Lgypt than
zhe unbelieving [ews, who rcjeéted him entire-
ly. [page 94.]

23th. [ believe, that altho’ the predi&ion of
#he event fulfilled before our eyes, is more con-
vincing, than a continued feene of miracles; yet
feeing, the prophefies are fululled, they ought to
be difcarded in our worfhip; and we ought to
confine ourfelves to the events alone. [Idem.]

2gth. T believe, that the fpirit of Chrift,
which wasin the prophets, teftifying the fuffer-
3ngs of chrilt and the glory that fhould follow,
was of 1o avail to themfelves, for they received
m0 {piritual advantage from their difcoveri es—
bt were mere machines, to prepare fomething
for our infornation —becaufe. when _hrift came,
i whole was made more madifeftto our natural
reye. than it could be to their fpiritual difcern-
ment . and taat it was their finfal cariofity, that
£hiey feirched diligently, for that whaich. wouid
2vail taem nougat, | page 97-] 3
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~4oth. Tbelieve, it is weaknefs, or prejudice,
for any to believe, that the language of the Old.
and New Teftament, mean the fame things—be-
caufe, this is the faith of ignorant and fhamelefs
people, who know nobetter. [page 100.]°

41ift. I believe, that although figures are ex~
ceedingly advantageous, to awaken and fix our
attention on the fubjet—and likewife, are cal~
calated to affe the paffions. page 93. Yet they
are exceedingly injurious to our fouls—for, while
we view the redeemer through the types, it will
be impoffible to exclude the idea of the type from
the thought—and confequently deftroy the uni-
formity of our devotion. [pages 101 &102.}

42nd. 1am perfuaded, and do firmly believe,
that in fpite of all the bigotry and prejudice in
the world in favour of antiquated forms, the
foregoing argumentsin favour of modern pfalmo-
dy,are more than fufficient to eftablifh the {yfs
tem—for mighty is truth, and fhall- prevail.
[page 102.]

43rd. Ibelieve, that Dr. Watts, and ourmo-
dern poets, who are fo abundantly furaithed for
that purpofe, have as good authority to make
fongs for the church, as the prophets or apofties,.
of the infant and fervile Jewifh church, which
was never under a difpenfation of the fpirit.
[pages 103, 104& 105.]

44th. Ibelieve, that it was impoffible tor the
Jews to love Godas much for his moral excellen-
¢y as for us tolove him for the favours he has
done us, in bearing our fins upon the crofs—there-
forc, 1 have matter of praife, the [ewsnever
had —and will neyer be coniined to their fongs.

[ddem.j.
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4sth. Ibelieve, fhat life and immortality,
and the refurreétion”of the dead, were never
brought to lightto'theantient faiits—and theres
fore, they were all Sadducees. [page 105.]

46th." 1believe’ that all feripture, written by
Mofes and the prophets, concerning the gofpel
fcheme, come’vaftly ‘fliort of my knowledge and
attainments. (page 105.)

47th.  1believe, thdt what'l have ‘advanced-on
this fubje&, muft be true—becutfe, 1 have'faid‘it,
and therefore,every thingfaidin oppofition to it,
mufl be nonfenfe'and falfehood. (pages 106" & 107.)

43th. Ibelieve, that the man who has got
faith enough to believeall the précedingarticles,
has a ftronger faith, than he ‘who believes ald
the canon of divine révelaticn.
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REFLECTIONS.
Eccles. ii. 2.

RISU dico, infinis's & de lactitiay ecquid ifla facit,

5T ET us hear the conclufion of the whale matter.
Eear God, -and keep. bis commandments=for
thisis the whole duty of man. Let filial fear, and re-
verential awe, which originates in love, prompt
us to perfeét.obedience~-and fo we will; furely,
be blefled with peace. For what does the Lora 2«
~gitire of youy O many bir to - do juflice, love mercs,
and walk humbly with thy God. But it may be
Auggelted by fome, the author of thefe theets, has
only been a peft to fociety, a ftirer up of fediti-
on, a'troubler of the people—to fuch 1 wonld
reply in the words of lijah to Ahab. Zam sot
he that troubleth Ifrach, but thou and thy fathers
houfe, in that ye have forfakenthe Lord, and folivw=
ed after. Baalim. To keep the commandments
of God, is the peace of a nation—but to forfake
-his precepts, is the deftru@ion of any people.
In my own defence, Iaflure the world, ! heard
the voice of a herald fpeaking with authority.
Now I command you brethren, in-the name of our.
Lord Jefus Chrilky that you withdraw yourfelves from
eoery brother that walketh diforderly; and not aftr
the tradition which you have receivedof us. ~This is
not a fimple permiffion, bat 'a command in tie
name of divine authority, not to withdraw from
the profanely wicked, but from every brother
who departs from the diyine precepts. x
But to do juftice to all parties: let us candidly
confult the moft advifable meafures to eftabliflh
peace inthe churches: for bieffed -are the'p
cuskes, for they shall be called the children of
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*Fhey thall have peace and profperity, who feek
_ the peace of Zion. We are favoured with a di-
wvine counfel for the execution’of tliis important

wwork, endeavouring the unity of the fpirit which:

is the bond of peace. Here a query may arife—
how fhall the unity of the fpirit be acquired, feeing
the fpirits of menare fo diverfely exercifed ! 1he
‘way to obtaia unity of fpirit, is] to endeatour
for a unity of pradice—and the way to obtain
unity of practice; is toyield a uniforni obédiente
2o the fame rules of regulation. *’lis a ‘mathe-
“gmatical axiom, that things which are equal ‘to
“the fame are equal to one another - If 'we were
*all conformed to the fame ftandard, we would'be
conformed to each other— then would we fpeak
‘the fame things. we would be of the fame judg-
anent, we would be of one mind, “live in peace,
-and the God of love and peace would bein the
-midft of us. Now the way to be conformed to one
srule is, to fubmit to the laws of one legiflature.
-1f we can find anindividual, whote abilities and
‘virtues are fuch, as: wil} render him-adequate
for all the importance of his office.'a- monarehi-
cal government will be the moft eligible, for fe-
crecy. fafety. and the fecurity of therights of the
people, and ro effeét uniformity in the- govers-
dment. But if one is not adequaté! we muft ird-
corporate a number, and endeavour to make the
belt of the worlt. Now “choofe ‘you whom will
you ferve > Who fhall reign over us? “Under
what conftitution fhall we expe@ the greateft
good, and moft permanent peace ! Will you ac-
ept theocracy, thatis divine—or democracy,
that is human ? For it is impoffible to havepeace
without the bond of unity <’tis impofiible to
have unity without regulation—and it is impoffi-
ble to haye regolation, without government pla-
ccd in fome hody divineor politic.  Why halt ye
between opinions ! Why look ye one upon an-
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ofher } Tt'is motioned ‘we fhouldhave a fheocrate
ical government—and urged by the following ur~
gaments :_he has tihe mott undoubted rignt to
our fuifrage—-becau , by him we were created,
andin him we vive, mro., and baie our beiug-~and
to him, we are amendable for all our actious.
His government is infinitely excellent  the works-
of his_hands are verity and judgment-- all- his
commands are fure; they ftand falt for ever and
ever,and are done in truth and righteouivets.,
His adminiitrations are moft impartial, withous
refpect of perfons. Tismolt perfeétly free, the
the only requifition is, to commit the govern-
ment into his hands, and’he ‘will infallibly exe-
cute every wife purpofe in our favour; without
money, and without price, * Thisis evident irom
his nature, he is perfectly “independent ~he can
promife himfek no addition to the glory 'of his
excellency, by the workof his hands- therciore
his ultimate defigt. “or laft end in our creation,
milt be perfectly benign-<intinitely = removed,
from allfinifter purpofes®. We know of no other
end than the beautitude of his favorites—ti at he
might glorify them with him{elf, with the glory
which he had before the foundation of the world
was lajd. Andalthough in ‘all_his varions oje-
rations, he manifefts his glory— it is not that he
may acquire, for infinitude can receive no addi-
tion—but thathe ma, communicate of his great

* Perhaps fome of my readersmay think me fingu-
lar in this point of do&rine and call in quefi ‘n
my orthodoxy., All  have to fayis . offer i 1o
the world as my opinion. Idonot aflume tle
chair of infallibility. | hope tolie open to convic~
tion, and expeé my fuperiors in judgment wilk
treat mé with candor in handling the fuhject,
and ! fhall receive his friendly éffosts s a teft of
his love. <
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liberality, being, nd . progreflive glory, For v

Wiien ac [pake concerning his  miflion, .nd even |
relative to his human nature, which alone was
cuapable of addition, (although it could receive
none from the creature man) he obviates any |
impeachment of feeking his own glory. Hc sbat |
Jp ak-th of himjelf, fecketh bis own giory s but he |
that fecketh his glory that fent him, the fame is true
and wo unrighteoufnefs in him*. For even the for |
of man_came not to be minifiered unto : but to mini~
vy and give bis life aranfom for many§ And'als
though it is the duty of all men, to give the gio-
75 1o iy that is due unto his namct.  And though
we are not our own but bought witha price ; and
are therefore aétively bound to glorify God, with
our body and {pirit, whi h are his. This does
1ot command us to endow him with glory he ne-
Verhad as if we could create additions to his
divine nature, but fimply require us to attribute
1o nim, hi¢ jult rights. ~Thatis, we fhould have
fuch knowledge of God and ourfelves, that we
would never facrilegioufly effay, to aflume to our-
felves the province, or rights of divine nature ;
bur afcribe to him the glory, bonour and power,
shich was, is, and ever willbe his, worlds with-
out end. And then place ourfelves in the juft
pofition of our dependance, as fuppliants for his
holinefs, to be made partakersofa divine nature,
and to be duly prompted to obedience, from 3
fenfe of the diff rence: and this will be to glori-
£y him with our bodies, and {pirits, which are
Bis  And though itis the duty of all men to imi-
tate the redeemer, in feeking the glory of Cod,
a ove all things as it is the higheft object pro-
pofed rous . it is not that we may: find out f{ome-
hing to endow him with—but we fhonld endea-
vour to wagnify ouriconceptions of his eternal
_* dohn wi 19, { Math, xx. 28,
+ Plaims xcvi, 7.
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faw, and- make ithonorable, by fulfilling all righs
teoufnefs in the appointed way. He thatknows
moft, lives . neareft the fpirit jof the law, and a-
feribes moft glory to God, and performs the high-
eft a& of worfhip : but he who knaws leaft a-
feribes lealt, and approaches nearelt the brutal
fpecies. But youmult obferve, that when you
alcribe to God, the glory that is due to his name
you only give him his due, you can make no ad-
ditions—for man cannot be profitabic to him—as he
shat is wife, may be profitable’to himfeif. Isit any
pleafure to the almighty, that thou art righteous 2
Or, is it gain to him, that thou makeft thy way per-
Seét 2 If thoube righteous, what giveft thou him ?
Or what receiveth be of thine hand* 2 When we
havedoneall things, weare unprofitable fervants.
Tlierc?or:, his ultimate, or laft end in our crea-
tion, rationally appears to be, the beantitude of
the ele, which he would certainly effect, thouph
it be at the the expenfe of an infinite ranfom,
and the perdition of a reprobate world. Thefe
are the mirrors, in which he commends his mo-
val excellency, which is the fubjeét matter of all
blifs. But we all with open face, beholding as
in a glafs, the glory of the Lord, are changed
intothe fame image, from glory to glory, even
asby the {pirit of the Lord. = The tranicendent
rays of his moral excellency manifefting itfelf,
in the face of Jefus Chrift, in'defence of his eter-
na! law of righteoufnefs, fheds forth a copious ef-
fufion of regenerating grace, procured by the
Lord mediator, and applied by the holy fpirit,
10 the elect, whofe facultics become capaciated
ta endure an exceeding weight of glory. This
is a government for glory ; when perfed, itneeds
not the light of the fun, neither the light of the
moon, for his glory fhall lighten it, and the lauib
isthe lamp thereof ; it will fupercede the necefl-
* Job xxii, 2. 3, XXXV. 7r
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fity ofall other governments ; it will fo pi:rfed
thie fubjeéts, that one fhall NGt need t6 teach an-
other, even the greateit myftery, for they fhailall
know the . ord, from the lealt, even to the gFeat-
«elt—a child fhall be blefled with'the wifdom of a
aman an hundred years old’; tis a government
which will liberate all its fubjeés . they fHall
beémade free indeed’; they fhall be brought into
the glorious liberty of the fons of God,” where
there thall be no reftraint on their natures ; but
they shaii bé as the anguis of God in heaven s be shill
wipe away ail tears from their eyes s there shaii b,
710 more death, neither jorrow nor wecping’s neither
shall there be any more pain ; jor the former things
ar. paffed away : the inhabitants fhall not iy,
am fick, neither fhall they fay, 1 am weary tho’
hey bear an exceedingand eternal weight of
glory. Thefe, with incomparably more weighty
argaments. are oifered in “favour of theocracy,
e certainly has the right of fuffrage = if we do
him or ourfelves juftice, we will fet the crown
upon his head : we will put the fceptre ‘in_his
hands ; we fhall blow the trumper: God is King
in abt the carit s the Lord dotr vign, iet thecirth
rejoice. We will cry out in all our’ a&ions; we
will not have man to reign over us ; wharfoiver
#he Lord commens, that wisi we do.  Now fo fure
as ever we fubmit to his governwent, which is
perfetly uniferm in‘its nature it will be pro-
ductive of outward and inward conformity to the
fame rule : and then we will have a conformity
10 each other, which will furely effe&’uniry,
and unity is the bond of peace ; for great peace
Bave they who love-his law, and 'nothing ‘fhall
-otfend them,

Dut {tiliit may be obferved. do We not all pro-
€5 to worlhip one Cod and one ting/ and to
yield'obedience to his commands ¥ Ve we e
and devour one anvilier. ' Loubilets; thicr¢ muflbe

RO AR
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divifions among us ; this could nev;eﬁake plac
Sfwe were all regulated by ‘the fame, precepts :
we have certainly, fome of us, it not all, fet up
Gods or new laws to ourfelves. I here is cer~
tainly a difobedient Achan in our camp; divifi~
_ons have fwerved and foured the minds of the
?enple, and we cannot ftand before our enemies 5
3f lots fhould be cait, and the Lord fhould dired
3t to fall on the guilty, we would find there muft
be fonie aggreflors from the divine inftitution,
who have troubled our ifrael: 1 fear we fhallfind
it is fomething too black to come under an error
of judgment ; fuchasa mifinterpretation of the
law, or the effeéts of a mifinformed confcience 3
it isfomething fiore grofs. ~ God pleads a weigh-
ty c ntroverry. | fear fome of us have touched,
taffed 'or' handled, an accurfed thing that Cod
has forbid 'or never commanded.” Perhaps a
‘%Mdly Babylonifh brilliant garmenr tinfeled with
swery decorations, has dazzled our cyes, and
made us conclude, that obedience was not better
than facrafice. Fave we not wilfully rejeéi-d
the counfel of the Lord. that we might eftabliflx
seurgraditions ¢ This is treafon, treafon, high
treafon. Let us then enquire, who are on the
Lord’s fide ? And who have chofe their own coun-
fels ! Who fubmit to divine inftitutions in all
their deportment ! Or who to the precepts of
men? And you may with eafe find the mau, that
violates our peace, and troubles the land, andis
2 mover of fedition. Gonfefs thy faust inie Cod
m fun, it may be- the Lord may be gracious. Cne
thing 1 aflure the world, and the rational muft
believe i, if the redeemer fhould again appear
in perfon, and aflume the reins of government it
would be incompatible with his nature to give
fanétion to the prefent innovations, at the ex-
pence of his eftablithed inftitutions, and it be
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